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The Next Generation 2007 Nissan Altima is an overachiever's best friend. 
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Revolutionary Micro-Oil Technology 11 ' = No Greasy Build-up. 

Micro-beads of natural essential oils penetrate hair quickly to 
help combat dryness, prevent breakage and control frizz. 
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• Coconut Oil for brilliant shine 
• Avocado Oil for silky softness 
• Jojoba Oil for rich nourishment 
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Member's Choic 

Award Winner^ 

Heineken Premium Light and BlackPlanet.com present to you the winner of 
the Member Choice Awards, K.O.! Check him out at: 



Music.BlackPlanet.com/KO 

Visit the BlackPlanetMusic Artist profiles, listen to their tunes and see what 
all the hype is about on BlackPlanet.com. Listen. Discover. Connect. 
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Introducing makeup so luminous... 
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• Luminous, silky smooth finish 

• Oil absorbing formula 
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to True Ebony, guaranteed 
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Featuring the singles 
"The People", "The Game" & "I 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER: KANYE WEST 
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"I care about 
making the 
best albums'. 
Rapping? That's 
like asking a 
football player 
does he care 
about running?" 





CHECK OUT WHAT 
WE'RE COOKING UP ON 

VIBE.COM 

THIS MONTH. 

T.I. VS. T.I. P.: So fly. Benjamin 
Meadows-lngram goes beyond 
the MC's manufactured identity 
crisis — to his actual identity. 
GOING DEEP: with analysis of 
Barry Bonds' controversial 
record-setting summer. 
WILD 'N' PEACEFUL: Green tea 
and VSOP? Yep. That and more 
ingenious summer cocktails. 
AND YOU ARE? Keith Murphy 
relocates lost celebrities 
every week. 

BLOG DAYS OF SUMMER: 
Brand new music. Silly, sexy 
celeb parties. NFL training 
camp. Rowdy road trips. The 
right outfits. Blacktop basket- 
ball. TV specials. Summer 
blockbusters. BBQ cookouts. 
WEBSCLUSIVES: All day, all 
night, 24/7 news. Q&As. Polls. 
And pics. Even when it's hot 
outside. 

PLUS: Video rap battle at VIBE 
VERSES — upload your own, if 
you think you can spit. 



PHOTOGRAPHED BY BEN WATTS AT THE 
SHORE CLUB IN MIAMI ON MAY 10, 2007 
THIS PAGE: TANK BY HANES; SUNGLASSES 
BY EMPORIO ARMANI. COVER: SUIT JACKET 
BY DOLCE&GABBANA; SHIRT BY PRADA; 
BOW TIE BY DAVID DONAHUE; POCKET 
SQUARE BY BROOKS BROTHERS 
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80 // ME, MYSELF & I 
T.I. on fame, love and why 
even the King of the South 
sheds tears. 

By Benjamin Meadows-lngram. 
Photographed by Ben Watts 

90 // DEDICATION 

Two years after Hurricane 
Katrina, New Orleans Mayor 
C. RAY NAGIN still has plenty of 
questions — and some answers. 
By Ned Sublette. Photographed 
by Clayton James Cubitt 



94 // BLOOD ON THE BAYOU 

Katrina isn't the only thing still 
hurting New Orleans. 
By Ethan Brown 

96 // WE GON' BOUNCE BACK 

The sound of the Big Easy. 
By Gamette Cadogan 

9B // LONDON BRIDGE 
London's DIZZEE RASCAL 

finds his voice. 

By Sean Fennessey 

100 //HIT 'EM UP 

Why BARRY BONDS is just 

one example of Major League 



Baseball's growing problem. 
By Donnell Alexander 

FASHION 

104 // NAME-DROPPING 

Tops? Shoes? Accessories? 
Music complements just 
about everything. 
Photographed by Effi Cohen. 
Styled by Memsor Kamarakb 
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Impala to the next level | available Turn-by-Turn Navigation with OnStar* | 100,000 mile/5-year Power-train 
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Photographed by Claytcareames 

Cubitt at City Hall in New Orleans 
on May 9. 2007 



"I have a bully pulpit, 
and when we do 
get our hands on 
a few dollars, we try 
to stretch them 
to the max." 
— C. Ray Nagin 
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"I went through puberty. . . 
It's weird for a male singer. 
Back in the day, I coula hit 
Mariah Carey notes." 

— Kevin Michael 



Photographed by 
Barron Claiborne 
in NYC on May 1 1 , 2007 
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EDITOR'S LETTER 





Next issue is our Fourteenth Anniversary Juice issue, 
but this month seems like a milestone. No. wait: every 
month at VIBE is a milestone. Crazy as it stays up 
here, and as treacherous as the magazine/media 
game is right now, VIBE keeps being betterthan the 
last issue because great people work and have 
worked here, and because, contrary to what gets 
chatted about at cocktail parties, music is major, hip 
hop is hot, and this "space" — whether you call it 
"urban" or "black" or "rap" or what it actually is 
(extremely cool and forward and complicated and 
still inspirational and aspirational) — is alive and kick- 
ing, mostly in Creative Recreation and Louboutin. 

Or, in cover man T.l.'s case, in Dolce&Gabbanaand 
Prada. Unless he's kicking it like he normally does — 
in jeans and Nikes and plain white T-shirts, making 
harsh, thoughtful, autobiographical music, showing 
up for post-production meetings for his November 
American Gangster (in which he stars with Denzel 
Washington, Cuba Gooding Jr., Russell Crowe, and 
Idris Elba), or chilling with his close-knit, modern fam- 



Photographed by 
Ben Watts at 

The Shore Club in 
Miami on May 10, 2007 



ily (which includes his girlfriend . kids, and of course, 
crew). We met him in Miami Beach, where, according 
to all present, he was everything we'd want in some- 
one gracing the cover of your favorite magazine: 
smart, as troubled as the rest of us, recovering from 
tragedy, and yet on the verge of what may be the best 
part of life. T.I. has been quite frank, over the years, 
about his beginnings in the streets, or in the "trap," as 
the kids call it. Selling dope. Are we celebrating a for- 
mer dope dealer? Or celebrating a man who has 
become, finally, the person he knew in his heart of 
hearts he could be? Clearly I vote for the latter. 

While working on the T.I. issue, I attended a 
screening of the compelling Damon Dash-produced 
documentary, Mr. Untouchable (Magnolia), which 
focuses on the life of big-time '70s Harlem heroin 
dealer LeRoy "Nicky" Barnes. The aforementioned 
American Gangster is based on Barnes' crew. Funny 
how everything is connected. 

Funny how my iPod just magically shuffled into 
Miss Jones' bouncy 1 998 "Where I Wanna Be, Boy" 



"The hip hop generation 
has shared an immense 
part of itself through 
music and dance and 
style, but so many 
of the real stories 
remain untold." 



(Motown) right now. The popular morning jock (on 
NYC's WQHT Hot 97) is featured in this issue 
because she's written a book about her life, which 
some may dismiss as just another autobio, but which 
I can't wait to read. 

The stories of our era — however normal, however 
bizarre — are finally being written down by those who 
lived them. The hip hop generation has shared an 
immense part of itself through music and dance and 
style, but so many of the real stories remain untold, 
remain in the hearts of the people on the mic, and 
within the people who grind it out backstage. It's why 
VIBE is here, why VIBE has been here: to let you into 
peoples' souls (see the T.I. interview), to make you 
laugh a HI' bit (see "20 Questions" every month), to keep 
you aware (notice us revisiting New Orleans on the sec- 
ond anniversary of Hurricane Katrina), to help you see 
the connections between things, and to spark new 
questions in you as this culture continues to expand 
and flourish and, sometimes, check itself. 

See you next month. It's gonna be big: FOURTEEN 
YEARS of VIBE. Expect the unexpected. It's where 
you'll wanna be. boy. 

As ever, 



Danyel Smith 
Editor-in-Chief 



P.S: A special shout to Checks. Rashaun. Katie. 
Katina, Teddy. Bethany. Damien. Josh, and anyone 
else who ever thought a good thought about us. 
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THE GUEST LIST 



Breaking news! Try as we 
may, those are two words 
you're probably never going 
to see on the cover of our 
magazine. It's not that we're 
not up on the latest. But 
things are changing. "Every 
day another baby is born 
who will never read anything 
printed on paper," says VIBE 




Tel. 888.666.4438 
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Online Editor Julianne 
Shepherd, 31 . And she's 
only half joking. "We capital- 
ize on that by expanding 
what we cover on VIBE.com 
and recognizing that while 
the Internet travels at 9 
million miles an hour, good 
writing does not." The 
Brooklyn dweller, who 
brings "exclusive content 
and sexier pictures" to our 
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space on the Web, is cur- 
rently working to make 
VIBE.com even more inter- 
active for our readers.... 
Elsewhere (it is vacation 
season, after all), we're on 
the move. London-born 
photographer Ben Watts, 
40, a contributor to The 
New Yori< Times Magazine, 
Interview, and Esquire, 
heads to South Beach's 
Shore Club to snap T.I. for 
our cover ("Me, Myself & I," 
page 80).... Also down in 
Miami, Jose Davila, 33, 
staff writer and Content 
Editor for Fania Records, 
breaks bread with reggaeton 
rookie Zion (page 70).... 
L.A.-based scribe Donnell 
Alexander, 41 , who's written 
for The San Francisco 
Chronicle and Los Angeles 
CityBeat, travels to San 
Fran's AT&T Park and 
reports back on embattled 
slugger Barry Bonds ("Hit 
'Em Up," page 100).... 
Photog Clayton James 
Cubitt, 35, a veteran of 
Vogue, The FADER, and 
Rolling Stone, visits the Big 
Easy to capture New 
Orleans Mayor C. Ray Nagin 
("Dedication," page 90), 
N.O.'s crime epidemic 
("Blood On The Bayou," 
page 94), and bounce music 
("Bounce Back," page 96). 
Ned Sublette, 56, author of 




Cuba and Its Music: From 
the First Drums to the 
Mambo (Chicago Review 
Press) and the forthcoming 
The World That Made New 
Orleans: From Spanish 
Silver to Congo Square 




Ned 



(Lawrence Hill Books) inter- 
views Nagin, while Garnette 
Cadogan, 36, of Caribbean 
Review of Books and 
Caribbean Beat, pens the 
ode to bounce.... Out West, 
Adell Henderson, 32, who 
writes regularly for KING, 
profiles Rochelle Aytes ("Boy 
Looka Here," page 58).... 
Back in NYC, Israel-bred 
lensman Effi Cohen, 39, 
who has shot for GQ and 
Seventeen, photographs 
lyric-inspired fashions 
("Name-Dropping," page 
104), while Chris Stein, 32, 
shoots fun summer drinks 
("You Ain't Heard Of That," 
page 48) and a grip of fly 
grooming tools ("Sharper 
Image," page 56).... Can't 
stop, won't stop. 



Check VIBE.COM for an 

in-depth look at our 
contributor of the month 
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AUGUST PLAYLIST 

THE SOUNDTRACK TO THIS MONTH'S ISSUE 



1 SONG THAT BARRY BONDS 
(PACE 100) LOVES THAT MAY 
SURPRISE YOU: 

"My. My. My," by Johnny Gill feat. 
Kenny G (Motown) 




3 JUMPING PRE -SOLO-CAREER 
ZION (PAGE 70) SONGS: 

"No Pierdes Tiempo." by Zion y Lennox (UBO) 
"Doncella," by Zion y Lennox (White Lion) 
"Bandida," by Luny Tunes feat. Zion y Lennox 

(Machete/Universal) 





4 SICK (PAGE 80) CAMEOS: 

"Never Soared (Remix), b. Bone Crusher 

".I. and Killer Mike Ai :-■„ , 
M> Love," t y Justin Tnni v'lake feat. T.I. (Jive) 
Drive Slow (Remix)," by Kanye West feat. Paul Wall. 
T.I.. and GLC (Def Jam) 

3 Kings." bv Slim Thug teat. T.I. and Bun B (Interscope) 
1M$3M v 




2 GREAT NEW ORLEANS 
(PAGE 90) RESPONSES TO 
HURRICANE KATRINA: 

"Katrina Song." by 5th Ward Weebie 

"My FEMA People." by Mia X 



5 OLD-SCHOOL JAMS FEATURED IN THE FILM 
TALK TO ME (PAGE 42): 

"It's A Man's Man s Man's World." by James Brown (Universal) 
"Whatcha See Is Whatcha Get," by The Dramatics (Concord) 
"I'll Take You There." by The Staple Singers (Concord) 
'If You Want Me to Stay." by Sly & the Family Stone (Epic) 
"Call Me," by AI Green (Hi) 



3 SONGS THAT DIZZEE RASCAL 
(PAGE 98) STEALS: 

"Two Type of Bitches," by UGK feat. 
Dizzee Rascal (Jive) 
"Temptation Greets You Like Your 
Naughty Friend." by Arctic Monkeys 

feat. Dizzee Rascal (Domino) 
"Lucky Star," by Basement Jaxx feat. 
Dizzee Rascal (Astralwerks) 





5 STEAMY JUMP OFFS COURTESY OF 
REVOLUTIONS (PAGE 73): 

"That's What U R." by Amerie (Sony) 

"Back Seat Action," by T-Pain (Jive) 

"Drivin' Me Wild." by Common (Geffen) 

"Do You Wanna Play?" by Rick James (Stone City) 

'Bonafied Lovin' (Tough Guys)," by Chromeo (Vice) 

3 BIOPIC CUTS THAT RIVAL MARC ANTHONY'S 
PERFORMANCE AS HECTOR LAVOE IN 

EL CANTANTE (PAGE 35): 

"Good Morning Heartache," by Diana Ross 
as Billie Holiday (Motown) 
"I'm Gonna Love You Too," by Gary Busey 
as Buddy Holly (Epic) 

"Folsom Prison Blues." by Joaquin Phoenix 
as Johnny Cash (Wind -Up) 



Buy these tracks (and more) at 
VIBE.COM/musicstore/aug07 




KENNY Q KATV WINN' GETTY IMAGES. LUNY TUNES MiCMAEL LOCCISANO/FILMMAGJC COM. BONE CRUSHER JOHN 
RiCARO RETNA LTD , WEEBIE JULIA BEVERLY. AL GREEN ROBERT SPENCER'RfcTNA LTD , ARCTIC MONKEYS FEROAUS 
SM AMI N .'WIRE i MAGE COM AMERIE SARA DE BOER/RETNA LTD D*ANA ROSS COURTESY Of EVERETT COLLECTION 
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With a 320-hp V8, Intelligent All-Wheel Drive and sports car inspired architecture, 

it is a provocative testament to the art of performance and design. The FX45 from Infiniti. 

Visit lnfiniti.com/FX. 

Infiniti FX45 shown. Always wear your seal bell, and please don't drink and drive. INFINITI. and INFINITI model names are Nissan trademarks. S12007 INFINITI Division ol Nissan North America. Inc. 
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B'DAY 

Thanks for the cover story 
about the multi-talented Beyonce 
["The Baddest B," by Danyel 
Smith, June 2007]. She exudes 
sexiness. You would've thought 
I was thumbing through an X- 
rated magazine the way 
people were peeping over my 
shoulder in shock. Guess they 
need a subscription to VIBE. 

Sharon Liggins-Smalls 
Macedonia, Ohio 



WRITE TO VIBE Here at VIBE, we like to think we're 
pretty fly. But the truth is, we couldn't do what we do 
without you. Your opinions, questions, and thoughts 
may be e-mailed to vibe@vibe.com. Please include 
your full name, address, and daytime phone number. 
Letters become the property of Vrbe Media Group, 
may be used in any way, and will be edited for length 
and clarity. For more reader mail, check VIBE.com. 



The Beyonce article was 
great — but she needs 
to start talking about her 
personal life. I also 
enjoyed the Kelly Rowland 
piece. It's good to know 
she's doing well since the 
Destiny's Child days. 

Jacquan Showell 
York, Penn. 

DEJA VU 

How many times are you 
going to put that no- 
singing, no-acting, bad 
weave-wearing broad on 
the cover? Why interview 
this dumb chick who just 
laughs at almost every 
question? The only rea- 
son this heifer is selling 
albums is because she 
keeps taking off her 
clothes. Way to go, 
VIBE — but how about 
you start giving us some 
real cover girls? Ones 
who don't have to strip, 
and can really sing. 

Letoya Jackson 
Decatur, Ga. 

Not only did Beyonce 
look tasteless on the 
cover, but her other pic- 
tures were downright 
disturbing. Drenched in 
water? Skimpy outfits? 
This is not something I 
look for in Beyonce. She 
needs to stop trying to 
outdo herself or she's 
going to become a 
disappointment. 

Kailah Bailey 
Omaha, Neb. 

When I received my June 
issue, I damn near lost my 
mind. I wanted to shout to 



the world: "I am SO sick 
of Beyonce Knowles!" I'm 
tired of her face and her 
so-called music. Enough 
is enough. The article 
damn near put me to 
sleep. She didn't talk 
about anything readers 
haven't heard before — 
and over and over again. 
That article was a waste 
of paper and ink. 

Chenette Macon 
via e-mail 

THE OTHER WOMAN 
Thanks for the article 
about Kelly Rowland 
["Hiding in Plain Sight," 
by Shanel Odum, June 
2007]. While your cover 
features her fellow, more 
famous Destiny's Child 
alumnus, I feel that 
Miss Rowland is just as 
talented. I liked her first 
album, Simply Deep 
(Sony), and no doubt her 
second one will feature 
a more on-the-real Kelly. 
K-ROW, you go girl. 

Eric Isaac 
Washington, D.C. 

Why was Beyonce picked 
to be on the cover over 
Kelly Rowland? Kelly has 



new music out and 
Beyonce doesn't. I'm 
really starting to get tired 
of looking at her. Can we 
get some new faces and 
interviews? 

Anonymous 
via e-mail 

I enjoyed the entire June 
2007 issue, but — while 
Shanel Odum pointed 
out the issue of Kelly 
living in Beyonce's 
shadow, the article was 
placed directly after 
Beyonce's 10-page 
spread. How do you 
expect people to sepa- 
rate Kelly from Beyonce 
if you are doing just that 
(putting her in B's shad- 
ow)? I am happy that 
Kelly has overcome so 
much and is willing to 
show us another side of 
her. I'm also glad that 
Beyonce shared so 
much with the readers 
about her life and family 
while she continues to 
keep her personal life 
just that — personal. 

Andre' a Byrd 
Nashville, Tenn. 




WILD 
STYLE 



WE LOVE OUR 
READERS, BUT... 



J( As a Christian woman, I'm disgusted by Beyonce's cover. 
I started binding demons, and I said, 'Satan, I bind you' when 
I saw the cover. That photo of her is immoral and wrong. 
It's breaking up marriages and relationships, and sending 
people to Hell. JJ 



30 VIB8.COM 



email • union 



<C 




<sj onm www iMtwcw 
aS9 £1111/ Funvuttwa 



SarDisk 



EXCLUSIVE LIVE PERFORMANCES 



RAGE AGAINST 
THE MACHINE 

WU-TANG CLAN 

PERFORMING OFF THEIR FORTHCOMING ALBUM "B DIAGRAMS" 

CYPRESS HILL + THE ROOTS 
MOS DEF + TALIB KWELI 
N AS + EPMO 

PHAROAHE MUNCH ♦ MF DOOM 
HIEROGLYPHICS + BLACK ALICKIUS ' 
IMMORTAL TECHNIQUE + SAKE FRANCIS 
THE COUP + JEUI MINO TRICKS 

MURS 3:16»PAID DUES INDEPENDENT HIP HOP STAGE 

FELT + UVINfi LEGENDS + BROTHER ALI 
CAGE + MR. LIF + GROUCH & ELIGH 
HANGAR 18 + BLUEPRINT + LUCKY I AM 



VERY SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS 



PUBLIC ENEMY 

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF REVOLUTION ♦ RHYME 

+ PLUS SPECIAL SURPRISE PERFORMANCES 
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Tennessee Titans 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of STAX RECORDS, the storied Memphis label and studio. 
To commemorate, VIBE runs through the history of the name synonymous with Southern soul 



Soul Glow 

Black Music + Black 
Power = Wattstax 



When the original home of Stax Records — the old Capitol Theatre on the corner of McLemore and 
College in Memphis, Tenn. — fell to the wrecking ball in 1 989, with it went nearly 30 years of soul 
history. Stax, more than any other institution, defined the sound of Southern rhythm and blues 
in the 1 960s and 70s. During its initial 1 4-year run, Stax was home to such R&B giants as Booker T., Eddie 
Floyd, Carla Thomas, Otis Redding, and Isaac Hayes. The only R&B institution with more clout and influence 
was Detroit's Motown, and even then, soul purists often favored Stax's gritty, bluesy sound over Motown 's 
polished pop. Here are some of the other key moments that stacked up to make a legend. Oliver Wang 




1957 Banker Al Stewart launches 
Satellite Records in Memphis, 
releasing a motley mix of country 
and rockabilly. His sister, Estelle 
Axton, later mortgages her house 
to keep the new company afloat. 

1959 Stewart and Axton move 
Satellite into the old Capitol 
Theatre in Memphis. The follow- 
ing year, the label releases its first 
hit, Ruf us and Carla Thomas' 
'"Cause I Love You." 

1 961 The Mar-Kays record the 
instrumental "Last Night"; its 
success attracts the attention 
of another label claiming the 
Satellite name. Rather than 
face a legal challenge, Stewart 
combines the first two letters of 
his last name with the first two 
letters of his sister's last name, 



and Stax Records is born. 

Stax's studio band, a 
Memphis group led by organist 
Booker Taliaferro Jones Jr. — 
better known as Booker T 
and the MGs — scores an 
unlikely Billboard No. 1 R&B 
hit with the instrumental 
"Green Onions." The single is 
released on the new Stax 
subsidiary, Volt Records. The 
same year, chauffeur-turned- 
singer Otis Redding records 
his first hit with Stax, "These 
Arms of Mine." 

1 964 Isaac Hayes joins Stax as a 
piano player but soon partners as 
a songwriter with David Porter. 
They would become some of the 
label's most consistent hitmak- 
ers, penning songs like Sam and 



Dave's "Hold On! I'm A Coming" 
(1 966) and "Soul Man" (1 967). 

1 965 Billboard features an article 
about Stax with the headline 
"Memphis Sound." The phrase 
would come to define the label. 
Al Bell joins Stax as a radio 
promoter but quickly becomes 
a powerful partner in running 
the label. 

1 967 On December 1 0th, Otis 
Redding and most of the Bar- 
Kays are killed when their private 
plane crashes into Wisconsin's 
Lake Monona. 

1 968 Conglomerate Gulf and 
Western buys Stax from Jim 
Stewart, Estelle Axton, and Al 
Bell. The three remain as princi- 
pals in the company. 




IN 1972, Stax artist John 
KaSandra suggested the idea 
of a "Black Woodstock" in 
Watts to commemorate the 
neighborhood s rebirth fol- 
lowing the devastation of 
the 1965 riots. Al Bell built 
KaSandra's idea into an 
all-day affair, with a bill 
promising every artist signed 
to Stax at the time. Wattstax, 
a cultural event with 
unabashed Black Power 
underpinnings, was held on 
August 20, 1 972, cost $ 1 to 
attend, and drew more than 
1 00,000 to the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum, with 
all proceeds going to various 
community organizations. 
Though not evay Stax artist 
performed, over a dozen 
took the stage, including the 
Staples Singers, William 
Bell, and Eddie Floyd. Rev. 
Jesse Jackson emceed, and 
director Mel Stuart 
captured the quirky, incen- 
diary show for a feature 
documentary of the same 
name (available on DVD; 
wattstax.com). Stax released 
the concert as two separate 
double albums. O. W. 
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Introducing V CAST Song I 

Hear a song. ID it. Then download it straight to your phone. Use it to 
identify Prince's latest single, "Guitar," and get it free. Exclusively from 
Verizon Wireless. To find out more go to verizonwireless.com/music. 
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1 969 Stax releases a staggering 
27 albums and 30 singles in one 
month. While most of the releases 
tanked, there's one shining 
exception: Isaac Hayes' gold- 
selling Hot Buttered Soul. Hayes 
would strike it big again in 1 971 
with the soundtrack to Shaft. 

1972 To commemorate the 
seventh anniversary of the 
Watts riots, Stax holds a mas- 
sive concert at Los Angeles' 
Memorial Coliseum (see "Soul 
Glow," pg. 36). 

1975 Mounting financial prob- 
lems force Stax into bankruptcy. 
Two years later, its impressive 
back catalog is sold for a paltry 
$1.3 million. 

1 980 Dan Akroyd and John 
Belush i s The Blues Brothers 

(Universal) debuts in theaters, 
reviving interest in classic R&B. 
Backing the two actors are 
several key Stax studio players, 
including guitarist Steve 
Cropper, bassist Donald "Duck" 
Dunn, and drummer Willie Hall. 





1 988 Producer Marley Marl 
samples The Emotions' "Blind 
Alley" (1971) for Big Daddy 
Kane's "Ain't No Half Steppin" 

(Cold Chillin'), one of many 
noteworthy uses of the Stax 
sound in hip hop. (See "Bring 
That Beat Back," below.) 

1 991 -1 995 Every single ever 
released on Stax/Volt is collected 
in three box sets, spanning 37 
hours of music over 28 CDs. It's 



the most extensive anthology 
ever issued for an American 
independent record label. 

j 2003 The Stax Museum of 
American Soul Music 

(soulsvilleusa. com) opens at the 
site of the former studio. Other 
recent Stax-related programs 
include the Stax Music Academy, 
the Soulsville Charter School for 
middle and high school students, 
and the Soulsville Foundation. 



2007 Concord Music Group 



purchases the Stax name and 
catalog and begins signing 
new artists — Angie Stone 
(above left), Lalah Hathaway, 
Leon Ware, and even Isaac 
Hayes — to release albums on 
the imprint. On June 22, Concord 
hosts the 50 Years of Stax 
concert at Memphis' Orpheum 
Theatre, featuring Hayes, Booker 
T & the MGs, Eddie Floyd, and 
Mavis Staples. 
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Bring That Beat Back a pile of hip hop tracks bunt on stax 

Grand Puba, "360 Degrees (Remtx)" (Elektra, 1993) : The SD50s grabbed the horns off the 
Mar-Kays' 1 966 "Grab This Thing." / / Ice Cube, "Givin' Up the Nappy Dugout" (Priority, 
199 1 ) : The raucous guitars are from Booker T. and the MGs' 1 967 "Hip-Hug-Her." / / Wu- 
Tang Clan, "C.R.E. A.M." (Loud, 1993): The RZA took the sparkling melody from The 
Channels' "As Long As I've Got You" (1967).// Salt-N-Pepa feat. En Vogue, "Whatta Man" 
(Next Plateau. 1994 : SNP's smash single was a remake of Linda LyndeH's 1968 "What a Man." 
// The Notorious B.I.G., "Who Shot Ya?" (Bad Boy, 1995): With a sly sample of David 
Porter's 1 97 1 "I'm Afraid the Masquerade Is Over," the Hitmen crafted a classic Biggie B-side. / / 
Beanie Sigel, "Purple Rain" (Roc-A-Fella, 2005) : The dramatic piano and strings pour 
through The Dramatics' 1972 "In the Rain." // Eric B. and Rakim, "In the Ghetto," (MCA, 
1 990) : Built on grooves from 24 Carat Black's 1 973 "Ghetto: Misfortune's Wealth." / / The 
Geto Bovs, "Mind Playing Tricks on Me" (Rap-A-Lot, 1991): The definition of Houston 
paranoia samples Isaac Hayes' 1 974 "Hung Up On My Baby." 
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Judgment Day 

The estates of JIMI HENDRIX, JAMES BROWN, and RICK JAMES remain contested. The honorable 
JUDGE JOE BROWN lays down the law 



He's been hosting the nationally syndicated Judge Joe Brown 
(Paramount Domestic Television) for 1 0 years, so it's safe to say His 
Honor has seen and heard everything. Brown has resolved more 
than 4,500 civil cases — many involving spats between ex-lovers, room- 
mates, and family members — since the show debuted in 1 997. He made 
history in 1974 by becoming the first African-American prosecutor in 

«■ Craig D,Xnba^ nX 




► THE CASE: At the time of Brown's death, Hynie, who was living with 
Brown and claims that he's the father of her son, was locked out of the 
singer's home in South Carolina. At press time, she had not been granted 
access to her personal items. 

JUDGE BROWN: "I tell people this all the time: 'You're playing house. Why 
don't you go jump the broom and get married?' For the child, they have to 
establish paternity, and since [Brown] does have a last will and testament, 
they will try and fit [the son] into the intent of the will. But she played his mis- 
tress and has no rights. Move away and have another day." 




Memphis and later presided over the final appeal of James Earl Ray, the man 
convicted of murdering Martin Luther King Jr. But we decided to give him a 
different challenge. With the estates of three of music's all-time greats locked 
up in confusing legal battles, we asked Brown to give us some clarity. "People 
tend to play vulture after somebody dies," says Brown, 60. "It's my job to 
figure out what's going on." Court is now in session. Chris Yuscavage 



► THE CASE: Experience Hendrix, the company run by Jimi Hendrix's 
adopted sister, is accusing Dieffenbach , the owner of the company pro- 
ducing Hendrix Electric Vodka, of trademark infringement for using the 
late star's name and likeness to sell his product. 
JUDGE BROWN: "This is usually misuse of name and likeness to enhance 
commercial interest, but it's likely to be the most confusing case. Has anyone 
done anything about trademarking them? Did anybody sell the rights? It 
depends on these circumstances. It's also been almost 40 years since 
Hendrix has been dead. His estate is getting pretty old." 



Toml R.ic Hynie 
vs. The Estate of James Brown 




► THE CASE: Rick James' estate (known as The James Ambrose Johnson Jr. 
1 999 Trust) contends that Brooklyn Music Publishing's contract has run out 
but that BMP is still collecting commissions on the late singer's music and 
refusing to hand over key documents and master recordings to the 
family's new publishing company. Wixen Publishing. 

JUDGE BROWN: "If they have a new contract with this group that's collecting 
residuals now, the succeeding entity has the rights. But it's not uncommon for 
a company to lose legal authority and collect money any damn way. They say, 
'Take us to court, jack us up, but in the meantime, we'll have . 
all that cash flow coming to our pockets.' They could 
make money off it." 



FINAL VERDICT: "From these cases, 
we should learn that we don't prosper if we do 
anything casually. Learn from history so we don't 
repeat these mistakes." Court's adjourned! 




Illustration by JAMES SIMPSON 
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Can't Live Without My Radio 

Don Cheadle joins an all-star cast for a small film that speaks 
volumes about race, class, and the struggle to find a voice in America 




_ . HEARD? 
(From left) Cheadle, 
Ejiofor, and Sheen in 
Talk To Me. 



■ n the new film Talk To Me (Focus Features), Don Cheadle plays Petey 
I Greene, a baritone, mutton-chopped, 1 960s Virginia inmate whose 
I mind is free and whose game is even freer. "Fine as frog's hair" is how 
he describes his wasp-waisted girlfriend, Vernell (Taraji P. Henson), over 
the prison PA system on which he deejays 40 minutes a day. But while 
being the Funk Flex of the facility gets him respect, it's still just doing hard 
time. So when a chance meeting with Dewey Hughes (Chiwetel Ejiofor), 
program director at a local Washington, D.C., AM station, takes place, 
Greene jumps at the opportunity to talk Hughes into giving him a job as 
the morning jock once he gets out of the joint. Hilarity ensues. 

Or that may be what you're expecting. Hardened felons don't get jobs 
in mass media, even in anything-goes 2007. But every bit of it is true. Ralph 
Waldo "Petey" Greene, born in D.C. in 1 931 , did exist and did get 
out of the pen after serving half of a 1 0-year sentence for armed 
robbery. Against a shifting background of blistering political and 
cultural change, Green then managed to make broadcasting his- 
tory with a blunt, rhyme-laden, no-nonsense approach to talk radio, 
one that laid the stylistic blueprint for radio emcees to come. 
Howard Stem, for one, has admitted to Greene's influence. The film's title 
echoes Greene's signature beckon to callers. 

During the late '60s, Greene's WOL show, Rapping With Petey Greene, 
energized D.C. streets. In time, he took his act to TV, with a public-access 
show called Pefey Greene s Washington. But it was Greene's determined 
performance in the wake of Martin Luther King Jr.'s April 4, 1 968, assas- 
sination — when he took the mic and calmed a capital literally burning 
with rage — that ultimately assured his legend. Upon his death in 1 984, an 
estimated 10,000 showed up to memorialize him. It was the largest serv- 
ice for a non-government official in D.C.'s history. 



So why have you never heard of him? One reason, it occurs to this writer, 
is that by historical necessity any dramatic film about Black people, told 
honestly, is essentially going to be about racism in one way or another. 
Major white bummer. Director Kasi Lemmons {Eve's Bayou), an African- 
American female, keenly confronts this issue and brings together an 
impressive ensemble cast — Cedric the Entertainer, Mike Epps, Vondie 
Curtis-Hall, and Martin Sheen — to tell a powerful story of class and race 
in an era of utterly conflicting clarity and confusion. Across a smoky, 
crushed-velvet landscape, Lemmons, with cinematographerStephane 
Fontaine, imbues the screen with smoldering ambers, bloody reds, and 
dusky browns. The film's first audible sound — the faint, electric hum of 
old stereo equipment being switched on — speaks to the classic beats 

"TALK TO ME PLAYS OUT LIKE A 

TREATISE ON REALNESS AS the 

ESSENTIAL QUALITY OF AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN CULTURAL VITALITY." 

overflowing on the impressive soundtrack of Otis Redding, Sly Stone, 
Al Green, and James Brown — emphatic music for assertive times. 

Talk To Me does limp in places. The talented Henson, always beauti- 
ful, could have been given more to do — she shines in one crucial late 
scene — and the film should have deepened the relationship between 
the two male leads. One gets the impression that Hughes almost never 
saw Greene outside of work. But ultimately, Talk To Me plays out like a 
treatise on realness as the essential quality of African-American cultural 
vitality, all while hailing a beautiful time we'd forget at our loss. 

Harry Allen 
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Radio Head 

In her new book, radio 
personality Miss Jones 
goes on the record about 
her life — on and off-air 





ABASHED S*"-TALKEn. The 38-year-old 
Queens, N.Y., native, former R&B singer, and 
outspoken radio personality has been igniting 
airwaves for more than 12 years, but it's her 
stint on Hot 97/s (WQHT-NY) controversial and 
wildly successful Star & Buc Wild Morning 
Show Featuring Miss Jones (2000-2006) that 
cemented her name in shock-jock lore. 
Unafraid to push the boundaries of decency, 
Miss Jones has served several suspensions 
over the years (most notoriously in 2005 for 
"The Tsunami Song," which mocked victims of 
the Indian Ocean tsumani), but you can still 
catch her on-air today, holding down her own 
Hot 97 show, Miss Jones in the Morning. This 
month, her tell-all memoir, Have You Met Miss 
Jones? The Life and Loves of Radio's Most 
Controversial Diva (Ballantine), hits bookstores. 
Read at your own risk. 

You open your book saying that you never spoke 
up for yourself as a young person. 
My mom was a very strict, old-fashioned Georgia 
girl, and she instilled that in me. She said, "Ladies 
are never loud." Of course, I break that rule every 



single day. 

Was it difficult to let it all out and talk about your 
personal life? 

There were points when I had to step away, 
because it got so personal. I didn't like a lot of 
things I was exposing about myself. I needed to 
reflect and look at all the drama that I created 
for myself — things that probably could have 
been avoided. 

How do you expect the guys you've had relation- 
ships and run-ins with — Doug E. Fresh, Busta 
Rhymes, Allen Iverson, etc. — to react? 
I'm sure they'll feel that I left out their side, but 
this is my damn book. 

Syndicated radio host Wendy Williams has called 

you a "wannabe" version of her. 

She can say whatever she wants. I just hope 

she's not believing the things she says because 

she's the one who started doing things that / 

was doing — hiring a foil and trying to be funny. 

What will your legacy be? 

I'll probably be remembered as a woman who 

was not afraid of anything. And while that's not 

completely true, that's not a bad legacy. 

Laura Checkoway 




Crys Rock 

Measuring America's 
need for speed 

White-boy crack. That's what I've 
always thought of crystal mcth. 
Both highly addictive and cheap 
to produce, the drug is known for 
giving users a superhuman sense 
of focused self. 

But, in No Speed Limit: The 
Highs and Lows ofMeth (St. 
Martin's Press), former VIBE 
contributor Frank Owen, an 
ex-meth user, mixes a batch ot 
first-hand experience, on-the- 
ground reporting, and extensive 
research to uncover the drug 
culture unwittingly cultivated by 
pharmaceutical companies and 
spread into poverty-stricken 
pockets ot the country by truckers 
and Hells Angels. While certain 
parts can be tedious, No Speed 
Limit is a must-read for anyone 
interested in why white America 
just can't stop the rock. BMI 



Hi 



Sheet Lit 

The One-Minute Man's 
take on Heather Hunter's 

new novel (inspired by 
her own life), Insatiable: 
The Rise of a Porn Star 
(St. Martin's Press) 

Street-lit erotica with a quasi- 
feminist twist. True to form, 
Hunter (with Michelle Valentine) 
offers it up for all comers. BMI 
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"...A SIZZLING bRIME DRAMA" 

-DEAN KISH, REALM0VIENEWS.COM 

starring Ray Liotta, LL Cool J, Mekhi Philer, Taye Diggs 
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Own it on sxs 
July 24th 

www.lionsgate.com/slowburn 
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Back to Basics 

Last season saw an explosion of 
two-pronged NFL backfields. After 
splitting carries with Cedric Benson 
for the Super Bowl-bound Chicago 
Bears, THOMAS JONES, 28, was 
traded to the New York Jets in 
March. Is he ready to become the 
feature back for Gang Green? 

■ loved playing for the Chicago Bears. Chicago 
I is a blue-collar city that respects the Bears so 
I much, win or lose. Being there and playing with 
the team was something I had always dreamed 
about. In 2004, the first year [head coach] Lovie 
Smith came to Chicago, he brought me there with 
him and we struggled. We went through a lot of 
quarterback changes. Our offensive coordinator 
[Terry Shea] got fired after the '04-'05 season. It 
was a whole transition for us and I was there from 
the beginning, so I take a lot of pride in what we 
did last season when we went to the Super Bowl. 

My situation with Cedric Benson made things 
tough. He was drafted fourth overall in the 2005 
NFL Draft. I was the starter at that time and felt like 



the Bears' backfield was my backfield. When he 
came to Chicago, he was unwilling to learn and 
thought that because he was drafted so high, he 
should have been given the job. I like to get along 
with everyone on the team , because the better we 
work together, the more successful we are going 
to be. But I got through it. 

Business-wise, it was the best situation for me 
[to sign a four-year, $20 million extension] to 
come play for the New York Jets. They made it 
to the playoffs last season with the same nucle- 
us of guys coming back this year. I know [quar- 
terback] Chad Pennington and [wide receiver] 
Laveranues Coles because I came out of the 
draft with them in 2000. 1 couldn't ask for a better 



group of guys to work with. No matter how we 
have to get the job done or who gets it done, we 
just have to get it done. 

Still, the NFL is all about pressure. I don't care if 
you're the equipment manager or the trainer - 
you feel pressure. As a running back, the more 
opportunities you have to get the ball, the more 
opportunities you have to make plays. If you're 
not producing, the team has to find someone who 
is. But winning is what I'm used to and that's 
exactly what I expect to do. 

As told to Chris Yuscavage 



For more on Jones, check 
the "Where's My Ball?" blog 
on vibe.com. 
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Singled Out 

Thomas Jones and 
Cedric Benson aren't the 
only ones going solo in 
'07. A look at the NFL's 
other broken backfields 



2006-2007 SQUAD: Indianapolis Colts 
MONEY MAKES THE MAN: Rhodes'S 

113 rushing yards sealed the Colts' 
victory in Super Bowl XLI in February. 



Just over a month later, he inked a 
two-year deal worth $7.5 million with 
the Oakland Raiders, leaving Addai — 
the team's primary rusher last season, 
with 1.081 yards and seven touch- 
downs — to shoulder the load. 

2. COREY DILLON AND LAURENCE MARONEY 
2006-2007 SQUAD: New England Patriots 
WHERE'S MY BALL? Dillon ran for 812 
yards and 1 3 TDs alongside talented 
rookie Maroney (who racked up 745 
yards and six TDs). but the 10-year 
veteran asked to be released by the 
Pats in March to seek out a team 
that wouldn't ask him to share as 



many touches. At press time, he 
was still unsigned. 

3.TIKI BARBER AND BRANDON JACOBS 

2006-2007 SQUAD: New York Giants 
talking HEAD: Barber, the Giants' 
all-time leader in rushing (10.449 
yards), amassed 1 .662 yards on the 
ground last season. But after 10 
years, he hung up his cleats to join 
NBC's broadcasting team. The Jints 
will rely on Jacobs, who tallied 423 
yards and 9 TDs last season, and 
newly acquired back Reuben 
Droughns next season. 

C.Y. 
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Willie Moore, Jr (P-Dub) R&B/Hip-Hop Artist 




Creating music with healing power is quite a task in today's 
hip-hop genre. P-Dub knows that he has to draw trom personal 
expenences to continue to create next level music. Let the 
critics construct their categories, music is made so people (eel 
good — essentially, their own personal therapy. P-Dub feels the 
same way about his Gillette Fusion razor. He knows that the 
Gillette Fusion razor was made for the next level man. which 
serves as his motivation with every shave. 




YOU DON'T STAND IN LINES. YOU CREATE THEM. 

SHAVING TAKEN TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL. THE CLOSEST, SMOOTHEST SHAVE EVER. UNLIMITED STYLING POSSIBILITIES. 



Gillette 
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You Ain't Heard Of 



If you've had enough tequila shots for one summer, get through the dog days 
by mixing up one of these lesser-known liks 




The combination of Zubrowka 
(also called bison grass vodka) — 
an infusion of rye-distilled Polish 
vodka and wheatgrass — and 
apple juice results in a flavorful, 
tart summer drink. 
recipe: Pour 2 oz. of Bak's Bison 
Grass Vodka. 4 oz. of apple juice, 
and a dash of lime juice into a 
cocktail shaker. Shake well. Pour 
over ice and garnish with one 
cinnamon stick. 



Popularized in Singapore and 
Hong Kong, this frothy creation is 
making its way into some 
U.S. nightclubs. It starts off 
smoky before giving way to the 
sweetness of the green tea. Trust 
us, this one tastes much better 
than it sounds. 

recipe: Pl^1 oz. of Hennessy 
Privilege Vs6p and 4 oz. of green 
tea into a shalfer. Shake for 5 to 7 




Before starting your own business, 
get a head start on it here. 



STATE 




Taking on the challenges of starting your own business takes 
more than an entrepreneurial spirit. It takes leadership skills and 
education to go along with your ambition. Qualities you'll learn and 
take advantage of in the U.S. NAVY. The NAVY makes it possible 
to get the money you need for college and the leadership experience 
you'll need to open your own business - or do whatever you want to 
do - when you're ready to make your move. Bottom line? If you're 
ready to accelerate your future in business and find the person in you, 
there's only one place to be. Make the call. Dial 1-800-USA-NAVY 
or go to navy.com. 



accelerate your life, 



© 2006. Paid for by trie U.S. Navy. All rights reserved. 




|2J^2iiESi22lL5l Ti ^ e most supefBTfRSisuper-cars, the 

Veyron is the fastest production car in the world, able to hit 60 mph 1 
in under 2.5 seconds and a top speed of 252 mph. It's also the 
most exclusive — this year, only 70 completely bespoke Veyrons 
were made and the interior is entirely hand-crafted from prepared 
metals and leathers. But exclusivity has its price. At $1 .7 million, 
it is also the most expensive production car in the world. Scott 
Storch has one. Do you? (bugatti-cars.de) 





workin' the wheel Michelin's high- 
performance 520 Pilot Sports were 
specifically made tor the Bugatti — 
and speeds over 250 mph. 



I Have a Dream... 

. .That one day I, Damien Scott, will drive one of 
lese cars. Or at least sit in one. Or maybe just 
see it. . .f ro m a distance 



quad turbo 
8.0LW16 
engine (two 
V8s spliced 
together) puts 
out 1,001 hp — 
so sexy, it has 
to go topless. 






boatuft Inspired by ultra-luxurious 
J-Class yachts, the rear deck cover- 
ing the retracted roof is constructed 
from teak and should be oiled dur- 
ing regular sen/ice checks. 




ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM DROPHEAD COUPE The luxury 
'vert to have in '07 combines the regal presence of the Phantom 
with a convertible's look-at-me-ballin' profilefor a statement only 
a Rolls-Royce can make. The price tag alone — $400,000, which 
makes it the world's most expensive 'vert — is enough to induce 
double-takes, but it's the massive 6.7 liter, 453hp V-1 2, capable of 
pushing the hefty (6,700 lbs) handmade wonder to 60 mph in 5 
seconds, that will make jaws drop. Still, we recommend driving 
real slow so everyone can take a look. (ro//s-roycemoforcars.com) 
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MASERATI GRANTURISMO Based loosely on Maserati's 
wildly popular Quattroporte sedan (the GT shares the same 405hp 
V-8 and semi-automatic gearbox), the GranTurismo coupe is the 
perfect mix of sports car and grand tourer, offering the almost- 
equal weight distribution of a sports car (49 percent front/51 
percent rear) to ensure superior handling, and rear seats adults 
will actually find comfortable. And trust us, once you dig into the 
buttery Poltrona Frau leather seats, you'll never want to get out. 
($1 25,000; maserati. com) 



REAR VIEW 96 

LEDtaillights 
are perfectly 
positioned to 
wake tailgaters 
from their daze. 




gimme some more The trunk space 
is official, but if you really wanna 
get fly, upgrade to the Salvatore 
Ferragamo luggage set specifically 
designed for the GT. 



| Af<^ ^ mother 
of all moguls. 



« *1 



1 i 



MO 



IFE IN THE FAB LANE 

All New Reality Series! 3H ^ 
PREMIERES SUNDAY AUG 5 8/7c 

Go to StyleNetwork.com to find out if you have Style in your area. 

< 2007 t ! Entertainment Television, Inc. "styte' is a registered trademark of £! Entertainment Television, Inc. Ail Rights Reserved, it s so you. 





iCopyrighted material 




u jj i_l U^OJ 




rjJjjjilji^jJjH 



air.; 



>SJL=i= 




J-SQUAREO 





VIBE.COM/MVIBE 



HINGTONES 

WALLPAPERS 
CELEBRITY 

INTERVIEWS 

PHOTO GALLERIES 

CONTESTS 

MESSAGF 

''BOARDS' 



...AND MORE! 



VIBe IN THE PALM OF YOUR HANDS 

HOOK UP YOUR PHONE WITH A SUBSCRIPTION TO MVIBE 



wireless 



Sprint % 

Together with NEXTEL 



VenyOHwireless 



Killa Cams 

Shoot everything 



I'M FOCUSED, MAN. Put a camcorder in my 
hands and watch what happens. My boys 
become stars, regular girls become starlets, and 
my girlfriends... well, that's between me, them, the 
Internet, and whatever we can negotiate with the 
highest bidder. Unfortunately, so far that figure 
hasn't been too high (I ain't Ray J and she ain't 
Paris' BFF), but the good news is that as digital 
camcorder prices continue to drop, my lack of 
funds doesn't have to slow me down from putting 
the real to reel — or, more appropriately, the 
footage to file. Here are the three cameras that I'll 
be fck... I mean filming, with this fall. 

Damien Scott 





NET FLICKS If YouTube is the final destination for 
your masterpiece, the Samsung SC-X300L is the 
camcorder for you. Durable and compact, the X300L 
records in the Internet- (and iPod-) friendly MPEG-4 DivX 
format (720x480/30fps), so encoding your video for the Web 
is no longer an issue. It accepts both SD and MMC Cards, 
and it even works as a Webcam, so you can get your 
LonelyGirl15 on. ($449: samsung.com) 
__ 



MAKING THE 

SCENE: These 
cameras are out 
the frame. 




EASY DUZ IT 
Loaded with features that 
make shooting like a pro a 
breeze, the Panasonic HDC-SD1 is the 

smallest 3CCD HD camcorder on the market and comes equipped with a 
Leica lens. 5.1 channel surround sound, and Panasonic's Optical Image 
Stabilizer system, which minimizes hand-shake at times when it's most trou- 
blesome — like when you're downhill-skiing or laying pipes. But no matter 
what you film, transferring the hi-def footage (1440x1080i) onto your PC is 
simple thanks to the SD/SDHC Memory Cards. ($1,300; panasonic.com) 



LIKE A PRO IN THE GAME Combining simple controls with professional- 
grade features like pixel shift and FUJINON lens Technology, the compact 
JVC GZ-HD " was the first consumer camcorder capable of recording in 
full HD and continues to be the best option for turning the most mundane 
moments into blockbuster events. Internal hard drive 
storage. ($1 .700; jvc.com) — 




Big Screens Poppin' Before 



you upgrade your home theater, consider a hi-def projector 



UNLESS YOU have a full-fledged 
movie theater in your crib, you're 
probably thinking. Projector? Isn't 
that for slide shows? Nah. Like 
everything else — TVs, music, 
porn — projectors have evolved. 
While you can still project images 
on anything from a Draper screen 
[draperinc.com) to a white sheet 
on a wall, today's projectors offer 



features like HD sights and 
sounds and HDMI connects for 
your peripherals (DVD players, 
home videos, game consoles). 
But unlike your boy's flat screen, 
projectors are portable and scala- 
ble, so your picture can be as big 
or as small as you'd like. Try the 
new EPSON POWERLITE 
HOME CINEMA 1080, which 



uses three LCD chips to deliver 
hi-def images up to 120 inches at 
1080p (1920x1080) for roughly 
the price of a 50-inch plasma. It's 
also one of the only projectors on 
the market offering a HDMI 1 3 
connection so you get crystal- 
clear images no matter where 
they're coming from. ($3,000; 
epson.com) D.S. 
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Sharper Image 

Electric? Straight edge? Drugstore disposable? 
No matter what you use to keep your chin in check, 
make sure your razor game keeps its edge 



for Sean "DiddyTfcombs. the perfect shave requires more than 
the perfect bladeS Before you put a razor to your face, use a 
bristle brush like piey used to do in old-school barber shops to 




which provides "better conditions to shave in" beSjse skin is softer 
then. "And always use an aftershave balm after aflose shave," he 
says. "Otherwise, your skin can get dry and irritaup. Moisturized skin 
leads to the perfect shave." 
Here are some other tools you'll need to mate the cut. 

RajnaLucienne Jacques 
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Gillette MACH3 
drugstore.com 



Photographed by CHRIS STEIN 
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Boy, Looka Here 

Roche I le Aytes is not to be missed 



If you find yourself stepping to 
actress Rochelle Aytes with that 
well-worn "haven 't-l-seen-you- 
somewhere-before" line, don't 
panic. It happens to her just 
about every weekend at her 
neighborhood City Bean in 
Culver City, Calif. "It's a nice 
reassurance that your face is out 
there — except for those days 
when you feel less attractive," 
smiles the 5-foot-6 wonder. 

But who is Aytes kidding? One 
look at her intoxicating lips, 
finely sculptured legs, and 
heartbreaking eyes, and you 
can't imagine the 31 -year-old 
Harlem native having an off day. 
On the big screen, she's turned 
heads as the object of Shawn 
Wayans' affections in White 
Chicks (Columbia, 2004) and 
opposite Blair Underwood as 
the romantically troubled Lisa in 
Tyler Perry's Madea's Family 
Reunion (Lionsgate, 2006). And 
on the small screen — most 
recently as a Hurricane Katrina 
survivor in Fox's short-lived 
Drive and as Allen Payne's love 
interest in Tyler Perry's new 
TBS sitcom House of Payne — 
she's simply stunning. 

Still, the brown-sugar striker 
is getting used to the idea of 
being almost famous. "Most of 
the time I feel flattered when I get 
approached," says Aytes. The 
girl better get used to it. 

Adell Henderson 



58 VIB8.COM 



Cop 




Let's get this party started right. Let's get this party started quickly. With McDonald's* 
Double Quarter Pounder' with cheese* Two juicy all-beef patties, two slices of cheddar 
cheese and diced onions, all piled high on a sesame seed bun. Made to order and served 




up hot. So it's all good, just like back in the day. i'm lovin' it 




Music is your life. Make it a career. 



T H F. 



LOS ANGELES 

RECORDING SCHOOL 



888 688 LARS 
larecordingschool.com 



6690 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood CA 90028 
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MNBinsaen 



Sign Up to Join the 




CLUB 

LIVE NOW! 

Check out www.VI8E.com/McDonolcls to become wise in the woys of 
the VIBE Dollar Menunaire. We've mastered the art of tasting the rich 
life on a budget. 

Dollar Menunaires know you don't have to spend a lot to experience 
the rich life. That's why they love the Dollar Menu, from Double 
Cheeseburgers to fries. Eight deluxiorious items, each for only a 
dollar. That's not just tasty, it's smart. 

YOU KNOW WHAT ELSE IS SMART? 

Visiting www.VIBE.com/McDonalds for the hottest in music downloads, 
ringtones, magazine subscriptions and much, much, more. 

CAN'T AFFORD TO HIT UP ALL THE HOTTEST COHCERTS 
AHD PARTIES? 

It's okay - enjoy one of your fovorite meals from the Dollar Menu 
and let VIBE Online grant you VIP access to your favorite artists and 
industry events. 

IT GETS EVEN BETTER! 

Each month, two lucky winners will win a special VIBE cover artist prize 
package. Live like a rock star through the VIBE Menunaire online portal. 
Eat like a McDonald's Dollar Menunaire. 




DOLLAH 

VIBB 

Me* M 




Taste the Rich life! 
www.VIBE.com/ McDonalds 
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IT'S A LOT EASIER TO EARN RESPECT WHEN 
YOU WEAR YOUR RESUME ON YOUR CHEST. 




02w7 Paid lor by the U S Air Force AH nghK reserved 




Do you want a career that can be summed up on a piece of paper and filed away? Or a career that 
inspires others? When you join the United States Air Force with a college degree as a second 
lieutenant, you have the opportunity to lead from day one. And as a commissioned officer, you'll 
enjoy many benefits not often found at most FORTUNE 500 companies — including the respect of 
an entire country. AIRF0RCE.COM • 1-800-423-USAF 
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^ /instate 

You're in good hands. 

POWER MOVES 

ENTERTAINMENT AND MARKETING MOVERS AND SHAKERS WHOSE ENTREPRENEURIAL 
SPIRITS DEMONSTRATE DREAMS AND HARD WORK CAN MAKE ANYTHING POSSIBLE. 



DANITA E. PATTERSON 



DESTINY UNLIMITED INC., FOUNDER 




Danita Patterson is both an international motivational 
speaker and the Founding President and Principal Con- 
tent Developer of Destiny Unlimited Inc., an entertain- 
ment company that develops innovative film, television, 
and new media content for family viewing. Danita's 
unique talent for blending words of empowerment with 
songs that inspire has been influential in the lives of 
many youths and adults. As a producer and writer, her 
production and development work over the past 20 years 
includes more than 1 20 episodes of television program- 
ming for ABC, NBC. CBS, Tribune Entertainment/WGN 
networks, and local affiliates. Danita's diverse program- 
ming background has ranged from prime-time sitcoms, 
annual award shows, musical specials, talk shows, game 
shows, public affairs programs, documentaries, and fea- 
ture films. Nowadays. Danita is expanding her resume to 
include writing screenplays. She is currently in the final 
stages of the development for her own major- motion 
picture film. 

In addition to her career, Danita is equally dedicated to 
what she describes as her "life's work." In 1997 Danita 
founded sister company Destiny Outreach Inc., www. 
destinyoutreach.org. a national nonprofit organization 
focused on interactive human-development programs 
that support education, vision clarification, and career 
development. A graduate of Northwestern University, 
Danita utilizes her entertainment knowledge to enhance 
the fields of media education by creating "edutainment 
programming." geared toward various age groups, and 
consulting with school systems on the mission of "mak- 
ing learning fun so that dreams do come true." 
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AHMAD ISLAM 

COMMONGROUND MARKETING, LLC, Cofountler 



Long before Ahmad Islam penned The Multicultural 
Marketing Playbook 101, he was connecting major cor- 
porations with everyday consumers across all ethnic and 
age boundaries. Credited with helping to create one of 
the first promotional campaigns to leverage television as 
a vehicle to drive traffic to the Internet, with his integrat- 
ed co-branded campaign for Kmart's Route 66 brand 
and MTV's Road Rules cast. Ahmad was always ahead 
of his peers from the start. As vice president, director of 
multicultural of the prestigious Leo Burnett Advertising 
agency, Ahmad was responsible for managing all Afri- 
can-American, Hispanic, and urban strategic efforts as 
well as setting the strategic and creative direction for the 
U.S. Army business. In fact, Ahmad helped launch the 
highly successful "Army of One" campaign, which was 
responsible for helping the Army meet recruiting goals in 
both 2001 and 2002. 

Now finally at the helm of his own cross-cultural mar- 
keting agency, commonground, Ahmad works with his 
partner, Sherman Wright, and a select group of savvy 
marketing pros to develop inclusive integrated market- 
ing strategy and creative execution for some of the most 
popular brands in the world: NIKE, Sprite, Miller Genu- 
ine Draft, Mercedes Benz. etc. Priding himself on raising 
the bar to achieve success and going beyond the call of 
duty, Ahmad's mission is to understand the connections 
we share while leveraging the differences we celebrate. 





Allstate 

You're in good hands. 
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Allstate's commitment 
to your community every day. 
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MUSIC VIDEOS, BEHIND-THE-COVER EXCLUSIVES, 
LIVE PERFORMANCES, RED-CARPET COVERAGE, 
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DEMAND IS AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY IN THE MUSIC SECTION OF COMCAST CABLE'S FREE ON-DEMAND SERVICE. 




Get Comcast! 
Visit comcast.com 
for details. 



Switch on 
Comcast's 
music channel. 



^fl mJ VIBE from 

,^^J the menu. 



TUNE IN TO VIBE ON DEMAND ON COMCAST'S MUSIC CHANNEL FOR BRAND-NEW PROGRAMMING. 
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NEO ABOUT THIS SOUL 

Photographed by Barron Claiborne i 

in New York on May 1 1 , 2007 

While trying to decide 
an entree at the ai 
SushiSamba in mlQ 
town Manhattan, Kevin Michadfij 
keeps swearing he's "different, 
went through puberty, which wa£ 
very weird," explains Michael, 22 
"Back in the day, I could hit Mariah 
Carey notes." Michael, a singer witl 
an exquisite falsetto and a billowy afro 
began plying his trade at 8 years old, 
sitting in with his father's Chester, 
Penn., funk band, The Mystique 
Experience. "I tried to get a deal back then 
but I sounded like Mickey Mouse," recalls 
Michael about his tweens, before taking 
sip of his mojito. "I didn't know what the hell 
I was doing." But his pops began pushing 
him harderthan he wanted to go. "He was Joe 
Jackson without the beatings," he says with an 
uneasy laugh. 

Michael took a brief musical hiatus to finish high 
school. After graduation in 2003, he dove back into music 
headlong. He says Virgin Records' Josh Deutsch signed him 
to a development deal and, after Deutsch left Virgin to found 
Downtown Records (home to Gnarls Barkley), he invited 
Michael to join him in 2005. Once there, he hit the ground run- 
ning, writing and recording over 30 songs for his energetic, 
as-yet-unnamed debut, which spans swooning R&B to jumpy 
alternative funk, but with a resistance to nearby Philadelphia's 
current earthy neo-soul style. To combat that, he enlisted 
mainstream hitmakers like Wyclef Jean and The Clutch 
(Omarion's "Ice Box"). 

Michael is refreshingly unabashed about his commercial 
aspirations, and the crooner rejects the trappings of recent 
Philly soul. "If you're a mixed dude, and you dress a little bit fun- 
ny with an afro, you're supposed to have your toes out, burning 
incense all the time," he says, running his hands through his 
untamed hair. "That shit doesn't sell. And that's not me at all." 

Damien Scott 




ffifciOiC!! C|! IfellliiS Salesof hip hop and R&B albums may have declined recently, but someone forgot to mention 
:;!:::: it to the bevy of pop stars booking studio time with major urban talents. Before BRITNEY SPEARS' 
public meltdown earlier this year, the tabloid pop princess enlisted Orlando duo The Runners (Rick Ross' "Hustlln'," 
Young Jeezy's "Go Getta") for her forthcoming, ostensibly career-resuscitating project. "I'm not sure what's going on ► ► ► 



NEXT 



Zion 

THE NEXTSTEP IN REGGAETON 

Photographed by Joe Toreno in Universal City, 
Calif., on May 9, 2007 

It's a typical sunny afternoon at Bal Harbour, 
Fla.'s uber-glitzy Bal Harbour Shops, and 
trendy beach patrons are strolling in and out 
of boutiques like Dior, Lacoste, and Yves Saint 
Laurent. Sitting at Carpaccio, one of the mall's 
outdoor cafes, Zion, 25, ponders his rise on the 
reggaeton scene. "It was very competitive," he 
says, craning his neck toward a group of sun- 
tanned ladies swaying past his table. "There were 
only certain rappers playing at the clubs, and they 
wouldn't let younger singers like me perform." 

Things got so bad that Felix "Zion" Ortiz retired 
from reggaetbn to pursue, of all things, a career as 
a drum 'n' bass DJ. "Butthat really wasnt mything, 
I had to get back to my roots," he says, rocking a 
set of diamond earrings and a loose black D&G 
shirt. His luck turned in 2000, when Mackie — an 
established reggaetbn singer — invited him to form 
a duo with his younger brother, Lenox. 

But gaining access to barrio venues proved 
to be only half the battle. Zion y Lenox needed a 
way to stand out from the pack; that's when they 
crossed paths with future "Gasolina" beatmak- 
ers Luny Tunes. "We developed a sound that 
was soulful, less hardcore, more romantic," says 
Zion. The approach paid off: Their debut, 
Motivando a La Yal (RCA International, 2004), 
featured kinetic hits like the Daddy Yankee col- 
laboration "Yo Voy." 

In 2006, Zion left to pursue a solo career, 
quickly completing his debut, The Perfect 
Melody (Baby/Universal Motown/CMG). "I took 
a lot of risks with this record — fusing hip hop, 
techno, and R&B with reggaeton riddims," he 
says. Even Akon joined the fiesta, producing and 
singing on the bouncy Spanglish banger "The 
Way She Moves." But Zion remains aware that 
there are some who think his brand of music is 
just a passing fad. "Five years ago, they were 
saying the same thing," he says, reclining in his 
chair. "I just love proving all these haters wrong." 

Jose Davila 




nowadays, with all the craziness," says Runners member Andrew "Dru" Brett. "But I think, no matter what, Britney is 
going to sell records." The long-delayed Spears album will also feature help from J.R. Rotem (Rihanna's 2006 "SOS"). 
Sprightly Australian pop twin sisters THE VERONICAS are working on a follow-up to 2006*8 underrated The Secret Life 
Of... (Sire/Warner Bros.), also with Rotem. "They were just in with me," he says. "And we had an amazing musical ► 
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On a sweltering spring afternoon in Atlanta, it takes more than run- 
of-the-mill rap stars like Fabolous and Rich Boy to excite the clam- 
oring college students at the HiFi Buys Amphitheatre for mtvU's 
Campus Invasion. Enter the little-known Shop Boyz. Swathed in Prada sneak- 
ers and customized T-shirts, Rasheed "Sheed" Hightower, 21 , along with his 
cousins Demetrius "Meany" Hardin, 26. and Richard "Fat" Stephens," 23, 
instantly command attention with their riotous hit, "Party Like a Rockstar." 
The crowd, now unhinged, rushes the stage, yelping the song'schorus: "Party 
like a rockstar! T-t-t-totally dude!" 

It's an odd thing for a rap group to be shouting about. But after their brief 
performance, relaxing backstage in a small VIP room, the trio seems unsur- 
prised by the song's popularity. It's dominating Atlanta nightclubs, sound- 
tracking TNT's NBA playoff coverage, and threatening to become a stadi- 
um-rocking sports anthem. The rock sound is the key to the equation, the 
group says. "When you hear 'Party Like a Rockstar,' you gotta throw the 



heavy metal in there," says Sheed. "The song wouldn't be what it is if that 
guitar wasn't in there." 

It's an unlikely sound for these Bankhead boys — all three members grew 
up in Bowen Homes, a notorious housing project. "If it ain't dope boys or 
rappers, ain't really nothing comin' out the 'hood," says Sheed matter-of- 
factly. Mentor Brian "Bingo" Ward helped the youngsters stop dabbling in 
"street shit" and signed them to his On Deck Records in 2005. A year later, 
Shop Boyz recorded "Rockstar," the anchor of their ONDECK/Universal 
Republic debut, Rockstar Mentality. 

"We would've put out another song and you would've said, okay, that's 
all right." says Fat. basking in post-show afterglow. "But with 'Rockstar,' we 
grabbed you — 'Listen to this song!' That's what you got to do in Bankhead 
to get in. Everybody basically the same. . .with the drugs and grindin' and 
strugglin' and all that. You've got to grab your chance." 

Mosi Reeves 



connection." TV starlets are getting in on the act, too — Heroes' HAYDEN PANETTIERE is at work with Rotem on her debut, 
Fallen Love (Hollywood). Pussycat Dolls frontwoman NICOLE SCHERZINGER is readying her anticipated solo debut and 
has enlisted rap/pop producers Scott Storch and Polow Oa Don. And one more part-time pop star looking for the help of 
The Runners for a little street cred: LINDSAY LOHAN. Keith Murphy 
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Dr. Steffanie Seaver PSY.D is an expert in the area 
of interpersonal relationships. Researcher, author 
and accomplished public speaker, she has lectured 
nationwide for over a decade. Dr. Seaver has also 
been involved with several publications covering 
relationship and lifestyle issues. 



Penalty for Early Withdrawal? 



Ask Steffanie: 



Can this "Secret Formula" Really 
Improve Your Stamina and PerformanceP 



Hey Fellas - If YOUR "Timing" issues are keeping HER from scoring the BIG O - then read this letter 
that reveals the sex secret that keeps you out of the penalty box and in the pleasure zone! 




Dear Steffanie, 



I know a lot of men read your column and could 
really benefit from this important STAMINA secret 
my boyfriend and I recently discovered. 



If 



As much as I hate to throw him under the bus, my 
boyfriend's sexual performance was less than 
adequate when it came to his "timing". He tried hard to 
please me and I can tell that he believed he was doing 
a great job, which is why it was difficult for me to tell 
him the truth. 

We've been together for about a year but last month, 
after what he thought was a "strong effort" for a 
Saturday afternoon, I couldn't help but be disappointed 
and I let him know there could be a 
bit of a gap between his perception of his sexual 
performance and our SEXUAL REALITY. 

I told him that I love him but when it came to the 
"duration" of our lovemaking, I was often left feeling 
extremely frustrated - he always "got his" and that if 
he could "hold out" just a little longer, maybe I could 
"get mine." 

He said he always thought that when he "punched the 
clock", he was pulling a "full shift." Of course, he was 
shocked by this huge blow to his ego but after some 
serious sulking and a whole lot of denial, he realized his 
sexual stamina really could use some improvement. 

Dear Headers. 



I know he feels great knowing 
I'm completely satisfied and 
HE'S the reason why." 

He was serious about improving his performance so 
he did some research and spoke to a doctor friend of 
his. His friend told him about a number of cheap 
desensitizing lubricants on the market that might help 
his stamina and performance but were known to 
possibly hurt erection quality and worse, they tend to 
numb a woman - which as far as I'm concerned, 
defeats the whole purpose! Great, so now he'd be able 
to last longer but I'd be numb too! That was the last 
thing our relationship needed! 

His doctor friend also told him that if he really wanted 
to improve his control and performance and still 
maintain maximum firmness, he should try a new 
product called Vivaxa from the makers of 
Maxoderm (the top selling male enhancement 
product that's recommended by Leading 
Physician, Michael A. Savlno, M.D., F.A.C.S. for 
Instant Male Enhancement). The ingredients in this 
new "sex stamina secret" make it different from 
other products because it contains a clinically 
tested ingredient that is unlike anything else on 



the planet! Best of all, the formula absorbs super 
fast upon application so it won't numb a woman! 
And It actually HELPS erection quality and the 
feeling of firmness. Improved erection quality AND 
enhanced stamina - it seemed too good to be true! 

My boyfriend got a sample and that weekend we tried 
it. From the very first application, he felt more firm and 
full than ever before - by the time we'd finished 
making love, I'D GOTTEN MINE TWICE! Needless to say, 
this has been a record breaking month for us. I know 
he feels great knowing that I'm completely satisfied 
and he's the reason why. And trust me, his confidence 
wasn't the only thing that shot through the roof! 

So Steffanie, please print this letter - I'm sure there's 
a ton of women out there wishing their men used 
Vivaxa, a quality control and performance enhancing 
product that lets him put in the extra time 
without numbing her! I know they're still offering 
a FREE MONTH SUPPLY* with your order if you call 
1 -800-979-2620 or visit their website at 
www.MaxodermVIVAXA.com .Teii your 
readers to hurry because supplies were limited 
when I called. 



Pamela B., Nashville, TN 




I did some research on Maxoderm VIVAXA and here's what I found: Vivaxa uses groundbreaking, advanced topical 
technology. It's the first sexual performance and control enhancer on the market to utilize Calmosensine™. It soothes 
overstimulation to help men significantly enhance stamina and performance without desensitizing female partners. 
Check out Vivaxa by calling 1-800-979-2620 or visit www.MaxodermVIVAXA.com and receive a FREE TUBE 
PLUS get $200 worth of FREE GIFTS with your order - FOR A LIMITED TIME. Don't let her question your staying 
power anymore. Call today! GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 



Individual results may vary These 'talemeim have nut been evaluated hy the FJJA. Ihn product a not intended to dunnovc, ireai. cure or prevent any di*ea*. Calmotcnune 1 " II a trademark of Sederma. Im The iniormaiirm featured abotehat 
been compiled Irom aaual letter* we've received from a few of our many tamhed luvtamcrv Customer tcstiiTKHiiaJ result* may nol be typical. Ihc pen name Dr SiefTanic Seaver it. twed lor proxy parpme* All credential* arr actual VIRE0707 



ADVERTISEMENT 





CHECK 

FOR THIS 



JEANIUSLPVELPROOUCTS " M 

AKADEMIKS 

Jeanius-level products for the true denim tastemaker 
available for men and women. 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• D.E.M.O. 

• DTLR 

• Jimmy Jazz 

• Up Against the Wall 

For additional information, visit our 
website at www.akademiks.com 




APPLE BOTTOMS 

Available at: 

• D.E.M.O. 

• Dillard's 

• Jimmy Jazz 

• Macy's 

• Man Alive 

www.applebottoms.com 




Budget 



JAMAICA 

BUDGET RENT-A-CAR 

Whether you're traveling to Jamaica for business or 
pleasure, make Budget Rent-a-Car your choice for 
exploring the island paradise. Rent for three days 
and get the fourth day free. Conditions apply. 

For reservations and information, please call toll- 
free 877.825.2953 or visit our website, 
www.budgeQamaica.com. 




Foot Locker 



FOOTLOCKER 

Visit one of our 1 ,400 stores nationwide! 

Available in: 

• Detroit, Ml 

• Los Angeles, CA 

• Chicago, IL 

• Atlanta, GA 

• New York, NY 

For exact store locations or to shop 
online, visit www.footlocker.com 
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IRIE JAMBOREE 

ROY WILNNS PARK, QUEENS, NY. SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2007 

Irie Jamboree is North America's premier all-day reggae 
extravaganza featuring a kaleidoscope of the hottest artists 
and icons. Bring your friends and family to this 5th annual 
Labor Day weekend celebration featuring the best of 
Caribbean music, food, gear, vibe and a lot more. 

For information and tickets, visit www.iriejamboree.com 

or call 888.IRIE.NYC 



LEVI'S 

www.us.levi.com 



L-R-G: ROOTS AND EQUIPMENT 

Our slogan is simple, "underground 
inventive, overground effective." 
At L-R-G we want to focus on the 
ones that are trying to pay their rent 
with their passions. Think of us as 
a support group for the independent 
and underground culture. 



Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

Nationwide 

• Or Jay's 

New York City 

• Macy's 

Nationwide 

www.l-r-g.com 



• True 

San Francisco, CA 

• Up Against The Wall 

Washington, D.C. 

Virginia 

Los Angeles 



New Era Fits - 



NEW ERA 

www.neweracap.com 



ROCKPORT 

Available at: 

• Dillard's 

• Dr. Jay's 

• Dr. Denim 

• J. Bee's 

• Macy's 

www.rockport.com 
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ROCAWEAR 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• D.E.M.O. 

• Jimmy Jazz 

• Macy's 

• Man Alive 

www.rocawear.com 




RUSH HOUR 3 

Arriving in theaters on August 10, 
2007, Rush Hour 3 sees the 
beloved action comedy duo of 
Chris Tucker and Jackie Chan 
reprising their roles as LAPD 
Detective James Carter and 
Chinese Chief Inspector Lee. 

Win a pair of movie tickets to see Rush Hour 3! 
Visit vibe.com/contests for a chance to win. 



SKECHERS 



SKECHERS 

Get FREE Shipping when you sign up for CLUB SKX. 
No sales tax on ALL online shoe purchases, except 
CA. Search for shoes by size, color, price, and more 
at www.skechers.com! 



SOUTHPOLE 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 
New York & New Jersey 

■ Dr. Jay's j» 4 
Northeast w 

• JCPenney 5DUTHPDLE 

• Macy's 

• Up Against the Wall 

Washington, D.C. 

For more information, call 201 .242.5900 or visit 
us at www.southpole-usa.com. 



SOUTHPOLE FOOTWEAR 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• JCPenney 

• Modell's 

• Peebles Department 
www.southpolefootwear.com 



Shoe Department 
Stage Stores 
Zappos.com 
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FINDING FOREVER 

G.O.O.D./GEFFEN 

Like 2005's lauded Be (Geffen), Common's seventh album Finding 
Forever is a study in efficiency — barely a dozen songs, less than 
an hour in length, no gloss. But don't mistake Common's thrift for 
lack of ambition. Getting on in years, he's got less time to waste. 

Kanye West (who handles all but three songs) and the late J 
Dilla build sophisticated arrangements that patiently unfurl, owing 
as much to free-form explorations of rock, soul, and jazz as they 
do to hip hop. Common and company still pump out jeep-beat 
anthems — "The Game" is his and Kanye's homage to the 
brusque sonics and braggadocio of Gang Starr and Black Moon's 
heyday. More often, however, Forever noodles with acoustic tex- 
tures. "Misunderstood" transitions from Devo Springsteen's loop 
of Nina Simone's raspy voice to a meditative, spiritual interlude 
built on little more than Bilal's vocals and Omar Edwards' piano. 
Common's been playing with these organic aural segues since 
Like Water for Chocolate (MCA, 2000). And here, more than eve 
they make his album a unified listening experience, rather ♦ han 
a jumble of shotgun songs. 

As he evolves musically, though, Common stays on 
familiar ground topically. He is conscious without embar- 
rassment, penning morality tales like the reflective, 
uplifting "Black Maybe." But his best preaching come 
on the comical "Drivin' Me Wild." Over an infectiou 
Kanye beat, abetted by British lite-soul princess Lit 
Allen, he clowns Us Weekly groupies and Interne! 
players: "Pathetic on his MySpace page / Half naked 
/ It's a shame what they do for fame." 

As ever, Common's on firmer ground sociopo- 
litically than romantically; his love songs have 
long been uneven. The will.i.am-produced "I 
Want You" is a plodding, cloying retread of 
2000's "The Light" and 2002's "Come Close," 
especially compared to the frolicking, 
lyrically dexterous boy-meets/loses- » 
girl story "Break My Heart." where he 
quips: "She said, 'I don't be dating 
rappers' / 1 said, 'I got my SAG card, 
baby, I'm an actor.'" 

Forever captures Common 
maturing gracefully into his 
and hip hop's — middle-age at 
a time when many peers are 
either talking retirement or 
being forced into it. Instead 
of fantasizing 30 as the 
new 20, he's embraced 
his role as a 35-year-old. 
Kids, open your ears — 
there's grown folks 
talking. Oliver Wang 
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ELLIOT YAMIN 


PARIS BENNETT 


ELLIOT YAMIN 


PRINCESS P 


HCKORV 


306/TVT 



In terms of pure talent, 
American Idol's fifth 
season was its best 
ever. But in the year 
since its finale, winner 
Taylor Hicks, a 
Southern soul man, 
and runner-up 
Katharine McPhee, a 
torchy pop&B singer, 
have watched their 
albums struggle. 
Only fourth-place 
Chris Daughtry has 
truly succeeded, 
quietly becoming a 
rock phenomenon. 
Given that — and 
with recent efforts by 
former Idol winners 
Fantasia and Ruben 
Studdard in mind — 
Season Five finalists 
Elliott Yamin (third) 
and Paris Bennett 
(fifth) face a bigger 



challenge: breaking 
Idol's R&B jinx. 

Yamin, 29, was a bit 
of an underdog on the 
show, hamstrung by 
a timid stage presence 
and less-than- 
traditional pop-star 
looks. But he's one of 
the most graceful 
singers the show's ever 
seen, blessed with a 
honeyed staccato tone 
perfect for jazz num- 
bers and restrained 
soul. Yamin made his 
name on a lush but 
controlled take on "A 
Song for You," made 
famous in 1971 by 
Donny Hathaway. That 
song is here, bursting 
with clarity and a wink 
at post-TV fame (" I ' ve 
acted out my life on 
stages"). But it's the 



disc's most traditional 
tune. The rest is vibrant 
and modern. "Wait for 
You," produced by 
Norwegian duo 
Stargate, is like a 
pastoral Ne-Yojam, 
and"Movin'On," 
co-produced by 
former House of 
Pain/Limp Bizkit 
member DJ Lethal, is 
Timberlake-ian without 
spectacle — svelte, 
perfectly realized 
white-boy soul. 

Unfortunately, 
Bennett — she of the 
scatty singing and 
churchy tone — seems 
to have misidentified 
her prodigious talents. 
Princess P is too peppy 
and poppy, too full of 
rainbows and sunshine 
that obscure the 
singer's real gifts. 
"Dreamin'" wants 
badly to be a sassy 
Destiny's Child track, 
but Bennett's from- 
the-gills, Parti LaBelle- 
esque vocals are 
misplaced. Princess 
steadily positions 
Bennett, 1 8, as a feisty 
diva ("I'm So Hot," 
"Let Me Rap") that she 
clearly isn't (at least not 
yet). Unlike the goofily 
sincere Yamin, she 
never seems to really 
be herself. 

Sean Fennessey 




CHROMEO 


FANCY FOOTWORK 


vcc 





While the skittering 
arpeggios of Justin 
Timberlake's"My 
Love" and the cotton- 
candied gloss of Diddy 
and Keyshia Cole's 
"Last Night" prove 



modem pop has 
discovered how to 
contemporize '80s 
dance music's exuber- 
ant skinny-jean soul, 
the second album from 
Montreal electro duo 



Chromeo shoots for 
reverent replication. 
Tracks like "Momma's 
Boy" — a legitimately 
funny Oedipal/Elektral 
narrative with chimes 
and guitar licks — are 
equal parts homage 
and irony, but its mim- 
icry is without malice. 
Footwork's array of 
cheese-ball synths, 
vocoder distortions, 
and earnest lyrics 
shimmer with the nos- 
talgic poppiness of 
Club Nouveau or 
Wham!, but the gentle 
wink gives Chromeo 
enough contemporary 
edge to escape the fate 
of, say, Zubaz pants. 

Ben Detrick 




RICK JAMES 




DEEPER STILL 
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On Deeper Still. Rick 
James throws a curve- 
ball from the afterlife. 
Recorded in his LA 
home studio from 2003 
to 2004, this is James 
at his most romantic. 
The salsa-meets-soul 
title track, the swinging 
come-on "Sapphire," 



and the Marvin Gaye 
nod "Secrets" all 
display the iconic 
superfreak in tamed 
loverman form. But this 
sensuality results in his 
most sedate offering, 
too. Deeper is weighed 
down by dated soft jazz 
arrangements ("Stop 



It," "Don't You Wanna 
Play") that are turgid 
and timid. This is far 
from the gritty, hardcore 
funk of 1 98 1's Street 
Songs (Motown) that 
made James famous. 
It's a curiously mild exit 
for such a ferocious 
singer. Keith Murphy 
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WITH LASERS 
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If Bonde Do Role owes 
their success to a 
sneaky bit of imperial- 
ism — the Philadelphia- 
based DJ/producer 
Diplo signed them while 
in Brazil — it's not their 
fault. Indeed, it's almost 
fitting, as the trio's 
carioca funk gleefully 
does away with geo- 



graphic boundaries 
altogether; U.S. chart- 
metal, hilariously 
interpolated on 
"Bondallica," battles 
Euro vocoder-techno 
("Quero Te Amar") on 
the world's schoolyard 
lot (the catchy, kazoo- 
bolstered "Geremia"). 
Too excited to actually 



groove, the trio's 
anxious, speedy chant- 
rap nevertheless has a 
democratic effect, like 
anyone could do it. Not 
true necessarily, but the 
band's thrilling and 
hard-won sense of 
ease might make you 
try anyway. 

Zach Baron 




BEASTIE BOYS 




THE MIX-UP 




CAPITOL 









A nasty aftertaste 
lingers since 2004 's 
overreaching To the 5 
Boroughs (Capitol), so 
maybe The Mix-Up 
works simply because 
it does nothing terribly 
wrong. With 12 
sample-free, mid- 
tempo jazz-funk 
instrumentals a la 



1996's The In Sound 
From Way Out! (Grand 
Royal) and zero lyrics 
about how awesome 
rapping in New York 
City used to be in the 
'80s, The Mix-Up 
shines. Patient organ 
grooves ("B for My 
Name"), cosmic dub 
("The Gala Event"), 



dauntless guitar jams 
("The Kangaroo 
Rat") — these speak 
volumes; no need for 
clumsy PSAs. It's 
unclear why more 
crabby old rappers 
don't start instrumen- 
tal funk bands and put 
out albums like this. 

Nick Sylvester 
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BOSOM BUDDIES: 

Hall & Oates in their heyday. 





BY ALL MEANS 
NECESSARY 

ESSENTIAL HALL & OATES 



TALIB KWELI 


EARDRUM 


BLACKSMITKWAflNER BROS 





For years, Talib Kweli 
has been clapped 
between two opinions. 
To many, he's never 
had the swagger or 
magnetism of a star. 
But ask any so-called 
"backpacker," and 
Talib is one of the 
most slept-on MCs in 
hip hop. So with his 
fifth post-Black Star 
project, Eardrum, the 
first on his new label, 
Blacksmith Music, 
Talib consistently 



attempts to explain 
why he's torn between 
the two worlds — as 
opposed to just seiz- 
ing the day. 

On the opener, 
"Everything Man," he 
admits to teasing us, 
holding out lyrically: "I 
believe, scratch that, I 
know this ain't my full 
potential / Only using 
1 0 percent of my 
mental on instrumen- 
tal." Later, the 
propulsive, Just 



Blaze-produced 
"Hostile Gospel Pt. 1 
(Deliver Us)" finds him 
musing, "They could- 
n't find a word to 
describe me, so they 
resort to the shortcut / 
'Is he a backpacker?' 
'Is he a mad rapper?'" 

Maybe he's both, 
maybe he's neither; 
Talib never says, and 
the music here rarely 
answers any ques- 
tions. The Madlib- 
blessed "Soon the 
New Day," featuring 
Norah Jones, breathes 
with a flawless flow. 
So does the will.i.am- 
produced "Say 
Something," which 
sounds like Talib bat- 
tling himself. But ulti- 
mately, Eardrum lacks 
cohesiveness — leav- 
ing Talib back where 
he started: a gifted 
MC still trying to find 
a way. Linda Hobbs 




RON CARTER 


DEAR MILES, 


BLUE NOTE 





Throughout his solo 
career, bassist Ron 
Carter has resisted the 
urge to trade on the 
star power of his 
former boss, trumpeter 
Miles Davis. With Dear 
Miles, Carter claims to 
have devised his own 
form of tribute. So why 
does the album still 
feel like a capitulation? 
And why is it so 
ploddingly dull? 

The answer probably 
lies in the repertoire, 



which strangely resists 
any song actually 
composed by Davis. 
("Seven Steps to 
Heaven," co-credited 
to Davis and Victor 
Feldman, is the only 
one that comes close.) 
In transposing jazz 
standards to a horn- 
less combo setting, 
Carter fails to give 
them life. "My Funny 
Valentine" becomes 
just another cocktail 
tune, complete with 



wind chimes, while 
"Bye Bye Blackbird" 
amiably coasts. 

That's not to say the 
musicianship is defi- 
cient here. Carter's 
bass playing is as 
supple as ever, and 
pianist Stephen Scott 
improvises with artful 
poise. Payton Crossley 
proves himself a 
capable drummer 
during the breaks in 
"Gone" and the gentle 
drift of "Someday My 
Prince Will Come." 
Only percussionist 
Roger Squitero comes 
across like a sprig of 
parsley on a plate. But 
still, it's Carter who's 
responsible for how it's 
all put together — and 
it's a shame, too. Miles 
made this kind of 
cooking seem easy. 

A/ate Chinen 
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Philadelphia, 1967 — A shot 
rings out in Adelphi Ballroom 
and the crowd breaks for the 
door. Two strangers, one tall 
and sandy-haired, the other 
mustachioed and swarthy, 
hurtle toward a service eleva- 
tor, escaping a local gang 
fight. Amid the din of a near- 
rioting crowd. Daryl Hall and 
John Oates, two young 
singers, strike up a friendship. 
Five years later, the two men. 
now a duo, sign to Atlantic 
Records and begin an 
unprecedented run. 

Hall & Oates are the most 
successful duo in American 
pop music history, scoring 29 
Billboard Top 40 pop hits, 
seven platinum albums and 
arguably the most misunder- 
stood career of any white act 
making black music ever. To 
many, Hall & Oates are hokey 
'80s synth-popsters. the 
cheeseballs behind 1982's 
"Maneater." In truth, they were 
devout students of R&B. Hall 
studied under the Temptations' 
David Ruffin and Eddie 
Kendricks, while Oates was a 
member of several Philly soul 
groups. Their early work was 
experimental, if unclearty 
defined, ranging from hard folk 
to rock and airy pop. Though 
their '72 debut, Whole Oates 
(Atlantic), was a conceptual 
stiff, what followed — 1973's 
Abandoned Luncheonette 
(Atlantic), 1974's War Babies 
(Atlantic), and 1 975's epony- 
mous album (RCA) — was 
sweetly soulful and sharply 
drawn, inching toward a new 



synthesis of rock and R&B. 

The '80s proved to be the 
duo's most successful decade, 
npe with MTV-friendly hits like 
"Even/time You Go Away" from 
1980's Voices (RCA), "I Can't 
Go for That (No Can Do)" from 
1981 's Private Eyes (RCA), 
and, yes, the tacky Maneater," 
from their biggest and most 
polished album, H20 (RCA). 
But even at the height of their 
success, the group still took 
risks. They were prescient in 
recruiting legendary Afrika 
Bambaataa producer Arthur 
Baker to helm 1984's Big Bam 
Boom (RCA), which dabbled in 
hip hop and dance — "Method 
of Modern Love" and its 
spelled-out chorus famously 
inspired Wu-Tang Clan's 
"Method Man." 

Hall & Oates still record and 
tour, and the slick blue-eyed 
soul they fathered is scattered 
all over the charts, from Robin 
Thicke to Justin Timberlake. 
And Gym Class Heroes 
dubbed a recent trek the Daryl 
Hall for President Tour '07, 
proving even emo kids can get 
the (rhythm and) blues. 

Sean Fennessey 

HIGHER LEARNING 

"LAS VEGAS TURNAROUND" 

(Abandoned Luncheonette) 
"GROUNDS FOR SEPARATION" 
(Daryl Hall and John Oates) 
"YOU MAKE MY DREAMS" 

(Voices) 

"HEAD ABOVE WATER" 

{Private Eyes) 

"HOME FOR CHRISTMAS" 

(Home for Christmas) 
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REVOLUTIONS 



BOOMSHOTS 

Reggae Riddims & Reality 
by Rob Kenner 




AMERIE 



BECAUSE I LOVE IT 



Amerie's sophomore 
LP, 2005's Touch (Sony 
Urban/Columbia), had 
the frantic, Rich 
Harrison-produced 
foot-stomper "1 
Thing." Her latest, 
Because I Love It, the 
first without longtime 
producer Harrison, has 
about six of 'em. It 
makes sense — 
though her musical 
svengali is no longer 
around, Amerie is well 
aware that her ecstatic 
coo works best with 



high-octane dance 
tracks. And for the 
album's first half, the 
singer, often accused 
of being a second-rate 
Beyonce, sounds like 
a woman reborn. 

The fiery "Gotta 
Work" reimagines the 
big-band horns of the 
1966 Stax classic 
"Hold On! I'm a 
Comin'" — but Sam & 
Dave never sizzled 
like this. And Amerie 
completely drops her 
goodie-gumdrop act 



on "Some Like It," a 
revamp of Malcolm 
McLaren's 1983 
"World's Famous," 
doing her best gum- 
popping B-girl 
impression: "What ya 
gonna do when A 
catches an attitude? / 
Drop to your knees 
and show gratitude." 
That naughty streak 
flips over on "Take 
Control," where "A" 
begs to be bossed 
around. Co-producer 
Cee-Lo obliges, 
borrowing a funky, 
staccato guitar riff 
from Brazilian com- 
poser Tom Ze and 
pushing it up against 
her lush vocals. 

But while Secause's 
first half is ripe with 
powerful BBQ fuel, a 
handful of lukewarm 
slow jams, like the 
limp "All Roads," flank 
the caboose. Amerie 
already knows how 
to exploit her one 
thing — she needn't 
try anything else. 

Shanel Odum 




In 2003, T-Pain made 
a big splash with a 
minimal sound. With 
Mr. Roboto vocals 
over the barely-there 
keyboard melodies 
of songs like "I'm 
Sprung" and "I'm N 
Luv (Wit a Stripper)," 
we met a man 
capable of making it 
rain.. .with pathos. 

Like Stephen 
Hawking and Roger 
Troutman, T-Pain's 
voice is altered with 



effects, and like 
those two geniuses, 
his cloaked crooning 
veils real identity. 
But the Florida soul 
man's second album, 
a superior effort, 
delivers clarity — 
despite the variety of 
pseudonyms (Teddy 
Penderazdoun!) and 
the you-don't-know- 
me special effects, 
Pain is really R. Kelly 
2.0. T-Pain and Kells 
are both concerned 



with the moral mine- 
field between the 
dance floor and the 
bedroom. And like 
Chicago's most tor- 
tured soul, Teddy 
steps on a few mines 
himself. 

"TIPSY" finds T- 
Pain lasciviously offer- 
ing a lady chemicals 
("Take a sip ah dis.... 
Take a hit ah dat"). 
Elsewhere, he drinks 
where he sleeps, giv- 
ing a woman server 
the greatest tip of 
all on "Bartender." 
The album is also 
threaded with R. 
Kelly-style take-it- 
and-make-it-your- 
own genre moves: 
the saddo-house of 
"Suicide" and the 
lean, Kardinal 
Offishall-aided ragga 
of "Shottas." Like any 
modern machine, T- 
Pain takes what he 
wants, strips it down, 
and gives it the voice 
of computer love. 

Chris Ryan 
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BLOODLINES: 

The legendarj^^jjjjrjReid 



Even as he closes in on his 
third decade in music, the 
veteran reggae singer JUNIOR 
REID feels and sounds as fresh 
as ever. "I'm like a new artist 
just breaking out right now," 
says the 42-year-old with a 
laugh as he takes a break from 
a Miami video shoot. That 
wasn't a sample you heard on 
The Game's 2006 smash "It's 
Okay (One Blood)" — Reid was 
in the mix. For an encore he 
showed up alongside Cham on 
the Blackout remix of MIMS' 
massive "This Is Why I'm Hot," 
serving notice that the former 
Black Uhuru front man is still in 
top form. JR's soaring vocal 
style has made him a favorite 
for collaborations with every- 
body from Coldcut to The 
Wu-Tang Clan. Now, hot on 
the heels of his two biggest 
chart-busters, Reid is prepar- 
ing to release a new album. 
The Living Legend, under his 
JR imprint. 

Hailing from the musically 
blessed and financially 
depressed Waterhouse section 
of Kingston, Jamaica, Reid 
grew up amidst gang violence 
in a neighborhood where the 
streets sometimes got so hot 
they called it Firehouse. His 
1 988 smash "One Blood" sent a 
powerful message of unity to a 



nation divided 
by politics. 
"That music 
enable me to 
walk through 
Rema. Jungle, 
and even 
Firehouse and 
Tower Hill, 
places that 
always used to 
war with each 
other," he says. 
"When I sing 
that song, I'm 
saying that no 
matter where 
you come from, 
we are one 
blood, one 
father's children. 
Every man 
bleed red." 

For a man 
who once sang 
"Onginal Foreign 
Mind," cautioning his country- 
men from straying so far that 
they forget about their home, 
Reid has certainly blazed a trail 
around the world. He hopes to 
bring more overseas talents to 
his JR Studios in Kingston, but 
for now, Mr. Reid has Miami pon 
lock. "I got two Weezy (features] 
on this album," he says, praising 
the young rapper's "militancy." 
"Me and Weezy just easy." 
Meanwhile, the first single from 
his album. "More Money." 
featuring Fat Joe. is bubbling on 
pirate radio. Team-ups with 
stars like Fabokxis, Lil Jon. and 
Snoop Dogg are lined up too, so 
it's no wonder Junior Reid is in a 
good mood. And even though 
two of his sons — Wadada and 
Andrew Reid — are featured on 
the album, don't start calling him 
"Senior Reid" |ust yet. 
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HEAVY ROTATION 

NADINE SUTHERLAND 

Call My Name (876) 
MAVADO Gangster for Ule (VP) 
SADIKI 7Jie Sound Killachi 
(Unity Sound) 

CARLTON PATTERSON & 
KING TUBBY Bkick & While in 
Dub (Cooking Vinyl) 
THE HEPTONES 

Sweet Talking (Heartbeat) 
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RIDE OUT 

Wherever there's 
a movement, that's 
where we are 
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HERE'S THE LOVE? WHILE U.K. IMPORT DIZZEE RASCAL ("LONDON BRIDGE," PAGE 98) HASN'T QUITE BROKEN THROUGH IN 
AMERICA, ACCORDING TO ASSOCIATE MUSIC EDITOR SEAN FENNESSEY, THE GRIMY MC STILL HOPES HIS CAREER WILL BLAST 
OFF ON THIS SIDE OF THE POND. CERTIFIED HIP HOP KINGT.I. ("ME, MYSELF&I," PAGE 80) IS STILL THAT SAMEOL' G, VIBE SENIOR EDI- 
TOR BENJAMIN M EADOWS-I NG RAM LEARNED DURING HIS TIME WITH THE ATLANTA RHYME HEAVYWEIGHT. "BEFORE, T.I. WAS WELL- 
KNOWN. NOW IT' S LIKE, HOLY SHIT, THIS GUY IS REALLY FAMOUS," BMI SAYS. TO HIS CREDIT, HE'S STILL A REGULAR DUDE WHO'S 
ABOUT HIS FAMILY AND HIS CREW." FOR OUR NEW ORLEANS STORY CLUSTER, AUTHOR NED SUBLETTE SPENT TIME WITH DEFIANT 
BIG EASY MAYOR C. RAY NAGIN ("DEDICATION," PAGE 90) AND FOUND OUTTHATTHERE IS INDEED STILL HOPE FOR THE RAVAGED CITY 
RECOVERING FROM HURRICANE KATRINA: "I WAS IMPRESSED BY HOW HARD NAGIN AND HIS TEAM ARE WORKING. THEY TRANSMIT A 
SENSE OF MISSION." MEANWHILE, PHOTOGRAPHER CLAYTON JAMES CUBITT DISCOVERED THAT LOCAL ARTISTS FROM N.O.'S 
RESURGING BOUNCE-MUSIC SCENE ("BOUNCE BACK," PAGE 96) WERE EQUALLY AS NEVER-SAY-DIE. AS FOR OUR EXPLOSIVE BARRY 
BONDS ESSAY ("HIT 'EM UP," PAGE 1 00), JOURNAUST/AUTHOR DONNELL ALEXANDER PULLS NO PUNCHES. "IT'S PERSONAL BETWEEI 
ME AND BARRY," H| BRAZENLY ADMITS. "I DON'T PRETEND IT'S ANYTHING OTHER THAN THAT." OUCH! 
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The old and the new, 
the personal and the 
public, the smile and 
the scowl — T.I. has 
navigated these splits in 
his personality for years. 
After a year filled with 
personal tragedy, he 
slows down to talk to 
Benjamin Meadows- 
Ingram about all of it — 
and about getting to 
know himself just 
a little bit better 

Photographed by Ben Watts 
at The Shore Club in Miami 
on May 10, 2007 

Fashion direction and styling 
by Memsor Kamarake 
Additional styling by 
Delicieose Rosie Philidor 




nee you've navigated the pitfalls of youth — the sex, the drugs, the too many 
late nights with too many wrong people — one of the trickiest things 
about growing older is waking up on the other side of 25 and trying to 
pull it all together. I was a badass, you think. I was a bailer. How the hell 
did I become...an accountant? But of course, navigatingthat transition and 
cobbling those pieces into an adult whole is exacdy what life is about. 
Just ask T.I. His new, fifth album, T.I. Vs T.I.P. (Grand Husde/Adantic), is, ostensibly, about 
the fractured self. It's not a novel idea, this whole I'm-my-own-worst-enemy thing, but for 
Clifford "Tip" Harris Jr., 26, it's very real. Born and raised in western Atlanta's Bankhead 
neighborhood, Tip (the nickname is after his paternal great-grandfather) spent most of his 
early years below and above the law, living to see another day by being smarter and, at times, 
more ruthless than the competition. 

But in the last six years, he's been asked, and asked himself, to be something different. And 
so "T.I." has emerged — the former dope dealer with the poster-boy looks whose way with 
words allowed him to flee the trap for the trappings of fame. He cut a few uneven albums — 
I'm Serious (Arista, 2001) and Urban Legend (Grand Hustle/Adantic, 2004). His front-to- 
back banger, last year's King (Grand Husde/ Adantic), was one of the best-selling rap releases 
of 2006, second only to Jay-Z's Kingdom Come (Roc-A-Fella). And then there's his certified 
classic, TrapMuzik (Grand Husde/ Adantic, 2003). He popped up on-screen in lastyear's^7Z 
(Warner Bros.), and this November he'll appear alongside Denzel Washington and Russell 
Crowe in Ridley Scott's American Gangster (Universal). T.I. snagged a 2006 Grammy for 
"What You Know," stole a monster pop record from Justin Timberlake (last year's "My Love"), 
and has generally grown into a full-fledged superstar. 

Along the way, he's also proven himself to be a savvy music executive, bolstering his Grand 
Husde imprint by signing DJ Drama and YoungDro and executive-producingprojects rang- 
ing from 2005's Hustle &Flow soundtrack (Grand Hustle/Atlantic), which featured the 
Oscar-winning Three 6Mafiasong"It's Hard Out Here for a Pimp," to B.G.'s upcoming Too 
Hoodfor Hollywood (Grand Husde/ Adantic). His other business ventures — Grand Hustle 
Films has two films in development with New Line ; New Finish Construction is building 
an Atlanta shopping mall, complete with Starbucks — continue to thrive as well. 

Yet T.I. still struggles to muzzle the hotheaded pitbull Tip once was, and he says that 
harnessing Tip is the biggest obstacle to his continued rise. And things haven't been going 
T.I.'s way over the past year or so. In May 2006, one of his childhood friends, Philant "Big 
Phil" Johnson, 26, was killed when a van carryingseveral members of the Grand Husde team 
was riddled with bullets following an altercation at a Cincinnati nightclub. Then, in April, 
Tameka "Tiny" Cottle — a former member of R&B group Xscape who is T.I.'s girlfriend 
of six years and mother of his youngest son, King — gave birth to a stillborn baby girl. 

Still, on a postcard-perfect early May afternoon at the chic Shore Club hotel in Miami Beach, 
T.I. appeared less on edge than he has in the past, less concerned with livingup to some abstract 
idea of himself, and more content to simply just be — Tip, T.I., both, neither, whoever. 



VIBE: With so many other things going 
on in your professional life — acting, the 
movie production company, the construction 
company, running the label, the clothing 
line, etc. — are you still into rapping? 

T.I. : Absolutely. Without question. But it's 
easy to me. It's only but so much more I can do. 

You really feel that way? 

Yeah. Everybody knows when they're at 
their best. I can do better — but how much 
better can I do? Once you've been the best 
you can be, it's time to move on and start the 
growth again. Get in another field, another 
arena, and acquire the skills and broaden your 
spectrum. I'm eager to do that, [but] that 
don't mean I like rapping any less. It's more 



of the business shit that I don't like. Making 
the music is the best part about it. 

Are you at all interested in being the 
best rapper alive? 

No. I care about making the best albums. 
Rapping ? That's like askinga football player, 
does he care about running? A basketball 
player, does he care about dunking? It's 
something that you do in the process of. You 
have to know how to rap very, very good to 
be able to make a great song, which will 
enable you to make a great album, which 
will enable you to become prolific. When I 
was rapping a whole lot, it didn't equate to 
numbers. When I didn't rap so much, it did 
equate to numbers. So I figure I split the dif- 



ference and take the best of the two and com- 
bine them together. If I knew that there was 
more of a demand for songs like these, then 
that's what I would do. I'm only gonna make 
songs that the market supports. 

So perfecting your craft isn't your focus? 

I've already done that. Howlongyou think 
I'mado it? I can do anything. I can rap slow. 
I can rap fast. I can rap simple. I can be com- 
plex. I can do whatever I want to do. The 
thing is, to sell records you have to reach 
everybody. If you notice, all the people who 
are really, really, really, really good at rapping 
never reach their peak until they learn how 
to apply their strengths when necessary. You 
can be the strongest motherfucker in the 
world, but if you don't know when to use 
your strength, you gonna play yourself out. 

Since Trap Muzik, every album has 
seemed like your "commercial" album. But 
then each one is just more and more com- 
mercial. So when I heardT.l. Vs T.I. P., / 
was like, ahh, this is his commercial album. 

Cool. Hopefully we'll get more Chevy 
commercials out of it. This is a business, brah. 
I'm not going to cut off my nose to spite my 
face. Some of my best songs most of my fans 
have never even heard. For your own self- 
gratification, you make the songs you want 
to make around those other songs. You get 
them in where you can, but I'm not fixing 
to block my blessings. 

What do you think people like about you? 

My ability to relate to the public. My 
humility. 

You think you're humble? 

Considering. I've seen people way less 
powerful with much bigger heads. It depends 
on who you compare me to, I guess. 

But in your eyes? 

I can be an asshole. I pride myself on the 
skill. At the same time, I know at times I go 
above and beyond and out of my way to do 
things to help people. I'm a real person. I'm 
not outside of myself. I'm still me. That's what 
I mean by humble. I'm just as much of an ass- 
hole today as I was when I didn't have shit. 
I'm the same guy. 

People look to you to lead. Do you feel 
like you are in a position to talk about 
things of substance? Would you? 

I don't know how much more in my busi- 
ness people want to be. I don't know how 
much more in my business / want people to 
be. I heard from Diana Ross that you've got 
to save some for yourself. I couldn't argue 
with her. There are so many people to accom- 
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modate — and because I appreciate being 
appreciated, I 'd like to interact and speak and 
converse with [everyone] . But it's physically 
impossible. So you do as much as you can, 
and you keep it pushing. 

How important to you is it to be a 
good father? 

The most important thing the world. 

You've got four kids of your own, five 
including Tiny's daughter, Zonnique. Are 
you doing a good job raising them? 

I 'm doing very good. 

What kind of challenges are you facing as 
a father that you might not have expected? 

My kids are surprisingly good, man. Smart. 
They ain't nothinglike I was comingup. My 
youngest son, who's 2, he's kinda bad. And my 
youngest daughter, she has her moments. My 
other son, he has his moments, but no one is 
consistendy bad. I was consistendy, all-the- 
time, bad, bad, bad. None of them are like that. 

And that's a victory for you. 

No. Hell nah. It's too early to tell. You got 
to get to high school with it, see where you 
at then. But all my children know they're 
loved. That's my main focus — to make sure 
nobody got nothing else to worry about 
besides going to school. It ain't no problems 
at home. It ain't no, Where you gon' live? 
Where's the next mealcomingfrom .'None of 
them problems. These are the problems that 
most kids in the 'hood have. I don't want my 
children to have those distractions. 

Are you a hands-on father? 

Don't get me wrong, I'd love to be there 
more. And you gotta understand, I'm not 
there as much as a father who's a lawyer or a 
dentist, a teacher or a mechanic, a day-to-day, 
go-to-work-come-home dad. But due to the 
perks, privileges, and other things they ben- 
efit from because of my being away, it evens 
out. I'm setting up for a time when I can be 
home as much as I need to. The work that I 
do today will enable me to be home later. 

How important is Tiny to you? 

Shit, that's my old lady. She's very impor- 
tant. She means to me what my mother 
meant to me as a kid — somebody that you 
know is consistently there, has your best 
interests at heart, and if ain't nobody else 
there in the world, [she's] gon' be there. 
[Tiny's] filled that spot in my life. 

Do you guys have an open relationship? 

What do you mean? 

Can you sleep with other people? 

I don't know about that. What do you 
mean? Open relationship? Hell nah. 
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There's been speculation. . . 

What that mean? 

I've seen you in the club. . . 

No you haven't [laughing] . When have you 
been in my house with me and another 
woman [cracking up] ? All right then. So you 
do not see anything. It's all right to.... I could 
understand how you could assume. 

You and Tiny have been through tips 
and downs. 

Show me somebody who doesn't. 

And you guys have broken up recently 
and gotten back together — not publicly, 
but it's come out. . . 

Nothing we do is public. We've been 
together six years and only broken up twice. 

When? 

Uhhh. ... The last time and the time before 
that [laughs] . People put their nose in other 
folks' business when it ain't necessary. That's 
why I don't really talk about it. Because when 
you talk about shit, you put it out there to be 
critiqued, and it ain't meant for nobody else 
to critique. It's about the two people involved 
and how they feel about it. So as long as we 
cool, who gives a fuck what the rest of these 
people think? 

/ heard she recently had a miscarriage. 

Well, nah, it wasn't a miscarriage. It was 
stillborn. 

How did that affect you? 

Hurt me a lot. As well as all the other things 
that have gone down in my life. It hurt 
me. ..and it's given me the strength to go on 
and face more difficult challenges. 

Were you at the hospital? 

Sure. Yeah. 

Were all your people there? Your family? 

It was pretty much me and her. People 
dropped in here and there, but it was just me 
and her, mosdy. 

Was she hospitalized for a while? 

About thtee days. 

Were you there late nights and all that? 
Yeah. Sure. 
Did you cry? 

[Laughs] Sure I did, but what difference 
does that make ? 

That's gotta be one of the most devastat- 
ing things to go through. 

Absolutely. The amount I cried didn't rate 
the amount of my pai n . I'd still be crying today 
if that was the case. Crying, for me, man ? That 
shit just don't happen much. If I cry, every- 
body gonnacry. You set the tone, that's gonna 
be the tone of the family. Everybody gonnabe 
down. You take your moment, do what you 



need to do, put it together, put one foot in 
front of the other, hold your head up. 

How long did you stop working? 

What do you mean ? I didn't stop working. 
I took enough time off to do what I needed 
to do and I got back at it. 

How hard was it for you the night 
Philant Johnson died? 

Very difficult. My ability to deal with all 
of these difficult situations so calm and col- 
lected, it scares me sometimes, and it scares 
the people around me. We've been through 
a lot of tragic shit in our time and I ain't 
shook. I still stand up like I used to stand up, 
walk like I used to walk. And if I had to do it 
all over again, I would. Without a second 
thought. God is with me. When the mistakes 
don't affect me as much as they affect the 
people around me, that hurts me more than 
anything. I 'd rather be shot myself than be in 
a shoot-out and be the one not shot. We've 
been in tons of shoot-outs — me and Phil, 
me and whomever. Sad to say, it seem like 
that's what we do as much as we wanna leave 
it behind. God knows what's in me. God 
knows what I can handle. And God don't 
want nobody to take on no more than they 
could handle. 

Do you blame yourself for Phil's death? 

Sure. Sure. Sure. But they said I ain't sup- 
posed to. 

Who says that? 

Everybody. God. It's in the Bible to say you 
should not challenge God's word. God is 
without mistakes. It says you got to have 
enough faith in the Lord's will to follow 
without question. Now that's perfect. I'm 
not perfect. So yeah, I do and I have, but I 
know that I'm not supposed to. 

Do you think you'll ever be able to get 
past those kind of violent situations? 

Doubt it. I been through too much shit. 
I 'ma always be paranoid. 

There's never a time when Tip gets to 
put his loafers up and all that shit is 
literally behind you? 

Never. When you do that, that's when it 
happens. After King came out, I thought I 
was above that shit. It wasn't 'til that night, 
right then when I was going through that, 
that I was like, "Here we go with this again." 
And right then I was back in my old saddle. 
You go ask anybody who was there that night 
who had the cool head ? I had to be the clear 
thinker. Sure, there's a lot of shit that went 
on that I ain't willing to speak about, but let's 
just say I made sure everybody was straight. 
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I made sure shit didn't get no worse than that. 
Were you in the van with him? 
I was right there with him. 
Where did he get hit? 
I won't disclose that. 

Did you try to get him some place and 
try to stop the bleeding and all of that? 

We did all that. But the shoot-out was the 
least of my worries. Once I saw that he was 
hit, I wasn't tripping, you know what I'm say- 
ing ? Shoot-outs are like games, you know 
what I 'm saying ? It's kind oflike video games : 
if you know how to play, you don't die as 
much. If you're familiar, you know the thing 
is not to panic. The issues at hand are bigger. 
Somebody got to be the one to think about 
everything, the full spectrum. 

What was the full spectrum that night? 

Getting everybody back safe. Getting my 
man to the house. Getting the police out of 
my face. And you know we had people with 
us who weren't as used to that side of life as 
others, [so] calming them down, letting them 
know it was cool. We made sure the least 
amount of people as possible went and dealt 
with the authorities. A lot of people just 
wanna go home and go to sleep. But I had to 
see it all the way through. 

So those guys are still out there? 

That would be a question for the Cincinnati 
Police Department. I don't follow the case. It's 
gonna be dealt with whenever it's dealt with. 

You can be pretty hotheaded. It's hard to 
imagine you saying, "Everybody stay calm. " 

Being hotheaded and being stupid are 
two different things. You can be mad as a 
motherfucker with the worst, most cruel 
intentions, but you still gotta keep your mind 
working. You know you can't shut your brain 
down; bad things happen. 

What's your darkest moment? 

All my dark moments bleed together. 
They all have the same impact. 

Do you feel that you climb out of one just 
to fall into another? 

I go through one to develop the strength 
to make it through the next. Without going 
through Phil, I probably couldn't have made 
it through my daughter. So they enable me 
to deal with each other. 

What are you working toward? 

To provide opportunities for my family 
and my people, my loved ones. So we can live 
comfortably, forever. That's my purpose. 

What excites you? Production? Acting? 
Making music? 

All of it. Winning. Just winning. □ 
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ELECTRIC RELAXATION: 

"I'm setting up for a time when 
I can be home as much as I 
need to. The work that I do now 
will enable me to be home later." 



New Orleans: Reality Check 




DEDICATION 

TW O YKARS AGO, HURRICANE KATRINA EVISCERATED NEW ORLEANS AND BROUGHT THE NATION TO A STANDSTILL. NOW, 

WITH A DIMINISHED POPULATION, CRIME AT DEVASTATING LEVELS, AND REBUILDING FUNDS TIED UP IN RED TAPE, THE 
CITY IS STILL STRUGGLING TO IMAGINE ITSELF AS SOMETHING OTHER THAN A VICTIM. ASK THE MAYOR OF NEW ORLEANS, 
C. RAY NAGIN, ABOUT WHAT IT'S LIKE TO DROWN, EVEN AFTER THE HURRICANE IS LONG GONE. BY NED SUBLETTE 
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This is a transcendent time 
to be in New Orleans. 
Something powerful is 
growing here, shaped by 
the life-or-death struggle to 
survive and rebuild. It's reminiscent of New 
York in the 1970s, or Havana in the '90s: 
creativity amid chaos — with live music. 

In September 2005, 80 percent of New 
Orleans was underwater. There were dead 
bodies in the streets and houses. The city 
had "enough debris to fill the Superdome 
10 times over," says Ceeon Quiett, Mayor 
C. Ray Nagin's director of communications, 
but it only had three working garbage 
trucks. "The police cars — gone, floated 
away. The uniforms — gone." Three hun- 
dred seventy-four city buildings were 
severely damaged or destroyed, among them 
the courthouse, so the criminal justice 
system was paralyzed. Vast parts of town 
were blacked out, with the electrical utility 
bankrupt. Three thousand 
city employees were gone. 
Low water pressure meant 
buildings that caught fire 
burned to the ground. The 
finances of the city, and the 
personal finances of most 
of its residents, were devas- 
tated — and all this at once. 

Though the slowness of 
the return is agonizing, today much ofNew 
Orleans is up and running. Stoplights are 
working. People are cominghome. You can 
feel the city regenerating, its nerves reattach- 
ing. The port is at 1 00 percent of pre-Katrina 
business. Tourism was strongfor February's 
Mardi Gras and the Jazz & Heritage Festival 
in April and May. The Saints had a strong, 
some say magical, season. Says Vera Warren- 
Williams, owner of the legendary, recendy 
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reopened black bookstore Community 
Book Center: "We've got to come back. 
There's no other option." 

But th ings are not all right. The whole city 
has post-traumatic stress. Trust in govern- 
ment is, understandably, shattered. People 
are angry, frustrated, shell-shocked. A spec- 
tacular string of murders over a period 
of months has the city ratded. There's a seri- 
ous housing shortage. People are living in 
Federal Emergency Management Authority 
(FEM A) trailers — 1 7,490 of them — that 
will blow around like tin cans if high winds 
come. An unknown number of squatters live 
in blighted houses. Too many families don't 
have the resources to come home. The city's 
back up to about 55 percent of its former 
population, but much of the black working 
class remains in exile. Republican partisans, 
both nationally and in Louisiana, have 
blocked measures that might bring the black 
New Orleans voting bloc back. 



"IF ANOTHER KATRINA CAME THE 
SAME ROUTE... THOSE LEVEES HAVE 

BEEN REPAIRED.... WE DO HAVE 
SOME WEAK POINTS IN THE LEVEE 
SYSTEMS. A DIFFERENT ROUTE BY A 
DIFFERENT STORM COULD CREATE 
SOME PROBLEMS FOR US." 



PROTECTING NEW ORLEANS WITH LEVEES 
is the legal responsibility of the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers, and they 
failed to do it. Now the same federal gov- 
ernment that failed to protect the city has 
failed to pony up. "We'll not just rebuild, 
we'll build higher and better," President 
George W. Bush promised in a September 
2005 speech in the French Quarter's 
Jackson Square. But the feds haven't come 
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through. FEMA owes the city more than a 
billion dollars. The main state program for 
disbursing $6.8 billion in federal funds to 
individual homeowners — the Road 
Home, it's called — has been appallingly 
slow at payingout, retarding the city's rede- 
velopment. At the same time, there have 
been rumblings at the federal level about 
how the state has handled federal dollars 
slated for other recovery projects. That 
fiasco closed out the political career of 
Democratic Governor Kathleen Blanco, 
who, this spring, announced she would not 
seek reelection. One year into his second 
term, Mayor C. Ray Nagin doesn't seem to 
have the public's confidence. But then, peo- 
ple in New Orleans don't have good things 
to say about any politician these days. 

Nagin's team has a $ 1 . 1 billion rebuild- 
ing plan for the city. What they don't have 
is the $1.1 billion. But they're determined 
to get it. Nagin, a native New Orleanian and 
lifelong Democrat (despite 
rumors to the contrary), 
became an internationally 
visible figure when the city 
flooded in 2005. Before 
runningfor mayor in 2002, 
he was a communications 
executive, not apolitician. 
Despite Louisiana's his- 
torical reputation for 
corruption, no one alleges that Nagin's 
administration is corrupt. He's had no scan- 
dals. But the slow pace of recovery, though 
mosdy due to forces beyond a mayor's con- 
trol, makes him look incompetent. Many 
New Orleanians speak of him as missing 
in action, while the media tends to portray 
him as a loose cannon. 

But during an afternoon interview in 
early May, Nagin came across as knowledge- 
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NEW ORLEANS' LATEST STORM IS A TORRENT OF 
VIOLENT CRIME. AS RESIDENTS CRY OUT IN PAIN 
AND PROTEST, THE CRESCENT CITY HAS BECOME 
MURDER CAPITAL, USA BY ETHAN BROWN 



Early in the afternoon of February 7, 2007, Clarence Johnson, 1 7, 
returned to the apartment he shared with his 44-year-old mother, 
Vanessa, in New Orleans' Guste housing projects. Clarence, who'd 
just returned to NO after staying with relatives in Texas after Hurricane 
Katrina, had been in a nasty f istf ight with a teenager named Robert Dawson. 

According to police, when he told his mother about the Tight, Vanessa 
said, "Go out and get them all," and slid a pistol into her son's hands. 
According to police, Clarence spotted Robert at an intersection in Central 
City and opened fire. Robert was hit once and later died at the hospital. 

Revenge killings happen all across America, but in New Orleans a single 
murder can trigger a seemingly unstoppable series of slayings. "This year," 
says Pastor John C. Raphael Jr. of New Orleans' New Hope Baptist Church, 
"I buried an individual on Tuesday. I was told that the person who killed him 
was buried on Wednesday, and the person who killed him was buried on 
Friday." Thanks to a spike in homicides that began in the spring of 2006, New 
Orleans is now the murder capital of the United States, with 73 killings per 
every 1 00,000 in population — New York City, by contrast, has 6.6 per 
1 00,000, according to criminologist Peter Scharf , founding director of the 
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able, hard-working, and 
engaged. He arrived a bit late 
because hed gone to lunch 
with former Vice President Al 
Gore. They talked, Nagin said, 
about how to rebuild New 
Orleans as "one of the greenest 
cities in America." Nagin 
makes strong eye contact, and 
the melody of his speech iden- 
tifies him as a New Orleans 
Creole. He's fast with answers 
but doesn't recite talking 
points. Nagin seems relaxed, 
but you'd never call him laid- 
back. He gives the sense that 
he paces himself carefully 
through a very long day — 
everyday. 

The weather was gorgeous, 
and hundreds of thousands of 
people were getting their 
Jazzfest on that week, but the 
mayor's team wasn't partying. 
They were in the fluorescent 
zone, focused on the nuts and 
bolts ofpolicyandprocedure, 
doing the ungl amorous, mind- 
numbingly complicated work 
of government to get their city 
on its feet. "This isn't a job," 
said Ceeon Quiett. "This is a 
mission." 

Meanwhile, hurricane season is coming. 
The water's warm this year. 

VIBE: What was promised in Bush's 
Jackson Square speech ? Whathasyet to be 
delivered? 

Nagin: I heard apretty specific promise that 
New Orleans was important to the nation. 
And the President was offering that the 




country was going to do whatever it took to 
help New Orleans to be rebuilt — bigger, 
better, and stronger. And you know, I think 
we're moving toward that. It's just moving 
so slowly. I think if you compare the 
resources that have flowed to Louisiana ver- 
sus the resources that have flowed to 
Mississippi, he's still got a lot of work to do. 
What do you want people to know about 
the situation now ? 



I want people to know that 
when they talk about $ 1 00 bil- 
lion being spent on the Gulf 
Coast, most of that was spent 
on debris removal, and repair- 
ing the levees, and the troops 
that were here, and food after 
the storm. Very little of that 
money has gotten to the city of 
New Orleans and the other 
cities like it. We have a billion 
and a half dollars worth of 
infrastructural repairs that the 
federal government is required 
to do that they haven't reim- 
bursed us for. We're supposed 
to get 3.9 billion of the Road 
Home dollars for our home- 
owners to repair their homes, 
and that money has not flown. 
I think they've only issued 
about 7 percent of the checks. 
Why? 

Number one, political will. 
[Number two,] I think there's 
a certain amount of incompe- 
tency. And thirdly, they're 
trying to set up some bureau- 
cracies from scratch to handle 
an overwhelming challenge 
when — with the Road 
Home, for example — just 
using the financial institutions, the banks, 
would have expedited the money. The way 
the money flows is from the feds to the 
state, and then hopefully to us. There's a 
billion and a half dollars that is pending, 
and it's just-frustrating to go through all 
the bureaucracy. What we're trying to do 
now is get Congress to pass some legisla- 
tion to allow us to get the money direcdy. 
What are some of the other obstacles 
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Center for Society, Law & Justice at 
the University of New Orleans and 
now a professor at Texas State 
University. Pastor Raphael attributes 
the spiral of violence to the return of 
drug-business players in the spring 
of 2006. "You had new guys in the 
game thinking, 'There are a lot of new 
opportunities here,'" Pastor Raphael 
explains, "and then you had the older, 
more established guys fighting with 
them over territory. Some of the deal- 
ers would even give out free drugs to 
the Hispanic construction workers in 
order to get new customers. It was a 
very competitive scene." 

Local hustlers spent months in 
cities like Houston and Atlanta refin- 



ing their skills and solidifying new connections on the streets. "After the 
storm, a lot of these guys relocated to West Houston, which is a major area for 
drug importation," explains Scharf. "They made wholesale heroin connec- 
tions out there so that when they came home they were able to eliminate the 
middleman." And when the drug dealers returned to New Orleans, they 
turned the city's problems to their advantage. "They knew that housing was 
expensive, so they put up their workers free," Scharf says. Unsurprisingly, 
these innovations have come with a soaring body count. 

But blame for the murders can't be pinned entirely on the drug game, a 
point driven home with startling ferocity last January when two beloved New 
Orleans residents were slain within one week of each other. Around 5:30 a.m. 
on January 4, physician Paul Gailiunas, 35, awoke in his home in the Faubourg 
Marigny neighborhood by the sounds of his terrified wife, 36-year-old inde- 
pendent filmmaker Helen Hill. When Gailiunas rushed in carrying the couple's 
2-year-old son, he saw his wife struggling with an intruder. Before he could 
intervene, the attacker shot Hill in the neck, then turned toward Gailiunas, who 
sprinted into the bathroom with his son. The gunman gave chase and fired 
several shots, hitting Gailiunas in his left forearm, his right hand, and grazing his 



rightnow? 

Our infrastructure. Trying to 
get the streets repaired, trying 
to get the sewage and water 
systems repaired. We just got 
all our traffic lights up and 
streedights, so the challenge of 
finding the fundingnecessary 
to get that done — that's why 
we went to Wall Street. We're 
now borrowing money from 
the bond markets to get a lot 
of this done, in anticipation 
that at some point the federal 
and state dollars will flow. 
The city's budget is borrowed 
at the moment, is that right? 
A bigchunkofit is borrowed: 
the community disaster loans. 
Probably at the end of the day, 
we'll owe the federal govern- 
ment a little over $200 million. 
What isn *t under the mayors 
control? 

One misperception people 
have is that the mayor controls 
all these various entities. The 
school system is controlled by 
the state. A lot of the dollars 
that flow from the federal gov- 
ernment are controlled by the 
state. Superdome, City Park, 
Riverfront, you name it — a lot of the crit- 
ical assets are controlled by the state. 
What can you do ? 

We have a responsibility to deliver critical 
services, so we're going to other sources to 
get the money we need to stand the city up. 
Besides being mayor, I can use the high pro- 
file that this event has afforded me. I can 
go anywhere in the state and get a message 
out. I can go anywhere around the country 




and get a message out. So I advocate all 
the time for this city. I can meet with any 
congressional leader on both sides of the 
aisle. I can get into the White House. I have 
a bully pulpit, and when we do get our hands 
on a few dollars, we try and stretch them 
to the max. We have some federal dollars, 
and the Road Home program was moving 
so slow, we took 10, 12 million dollars 
and leveraged it into $55 million to put 
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together a loan program with 
no interest to our citizens. 
Those are the things we can do 
when we get resources. 
What's the No. 1 priority in 
terms of getting New Orleans 
back together? 
Housing. If we can continue 
to improve the [amount 
of] housing that's available, 
whether it be home owner- 
ship or apartments, then the 
rest will take care of itself. 
How confident are we this 
summer about the levees? 
If another Katrina came the 
same route, we probably 
wouldn't experience the same 
kind of flooding we had last 
time. Those levees have been 
repaired. The problem is that 
the entire system that covers the 
metropolitan area is not up to 
those same standards, so we do 
have some weak points in the 
levee systems. A different route 
by a different storm could cre- 
ate some problems for us. 
What's happening with wet- 
land restoration, which is crit- 
icalforprotectingthe city from 
storm surge? 
There's not a lot of clarity. Levee protection 
is one thing, but that coastal barrier or sup- 
port system is huge for us as we try and fight 
another Katrina. Congress has allocated 
some dollars, but there's no master plan. 
We're gonna try and push for a master plan 
that the state can adopt. It's critical for us. 
It's easy to see people are stressed out here. 
What's the prognosis for gettingmore men- 
tal health professionals? 



cheek. The shooter then fled, leaving Hill dead and Gailiunas badly wounded. 
(Though undoubtedly traumatized, the boy was not injured.) 

Soon after the shooting, Gailiunas left New Orleans and planned on 
moving to British Columbia to live with relatives — ironically, his wife had 
convinced him to return to New Orleans after a long post-Katrina exile. 
Though at press time the cops had made no arrest, they were simultaneously 
investigating a call about an armed intruder at a nearby bed-and-breakfast 
that took place just 20 minutes before Hill's murder. 

A week earlier. Dinneral "Dick" Shavers, the 25-year-old snare drummer 
for New Orleans' iconic Hot 8 Brass Band, was shot to death as he drove his 

"THIS YEAR I BURIED AN INDIVIDUAL ON 
TUESDAY. I WAS TOLD THAT THE PERSON 
WHO KILLED HIM WAS BURIED ON 
WEDNESDAY, AND THE PERSON WHO KILLED 

HIM WA^ Rl IRIPD ON FRIDAY " 



wife and stepchildren home. In the Shavers slaying, cops believe that the 
1 7-year-old shooter (who was quickly arrested) sought to kill one of Shavers' 
stepchildren, with whom he had a rivalry. 

The response to the Hill and Shavers murders was nearly unprecedented 
in New Orleans. On January 1 1 , an estimated 1 0.000 people descended on 
City Hall, demanding that Mayor C. Ray Nagin and NOPD Superintendent 
Warren Riley stop the violence. During the march, passions ran so high that 
Nagin was loudly jeered by the crowd and prevented from speaking. 
"Impeach Nagin" was a common refrain that day. Earlier that week. Nagin and 
Riley announced that the city would institute checkpoints between 2 a.m. and 
6 a.m. — when about a third of the city's violent crime occurs — and target 
drug and alcohol violations. Nagin also promised that the NOPD would 
increase foot patrols and install surveillance cameras in crime hot spots. 
Unfortunately for Nagin, the plan was greeted with all the skepticism met by 
Bush's "surge" plan in Iraq. 

"I thought it was a step in the right direction," says NOPD Sergeant Donovan 
Livaccari. "Every effort is being made. . .but we still face some issues." 
Criminologist Scharf is more critical: "The checkpoints haven't worked," he 



Its very challenging right now. Our com- 
munity has very little in the way of formal 
techniques and resources to deal with post- 
traumatic stress. There are very few mental 
health beds out there, very few psychiatrists 
and psychologists in the community. So 
there are lots ofpeople walkingaround that 
have issues that we're trying to deal with. 
Unfortunately, the best place for them right 
now as far as mental health professionals is 
probably in the parish jail, which is not good. 
It's going to take the state and the feds pro- 
viding us with some assistance, because we 
don't have the resources to do it ourselves. 
The dispersal of so much of the African- 
American community ofNew Orleans has 
upset the state 's political balance. 
New Orleans is still dispersed. We only have 
about 54 to 5 5 percent of our population 
back, and i t was a huge voting bloc that pro- 
pelled alot ofpeople into office. We'll see if 
it changes this time — we're going to find 
out this fall with thegover- 
nor's race. All the state 
legislators are up, and all the 
other state elected officials. 
So there's a Republican 
motivation not to have 
people come back? 
Well, there's always 
this. ..red state/blue state 
debate. And now the front- 
runner for governor is a Republican, so a lot 
ofpeople are talking about that. 
Thinking about what kind of city New 
Orleans isgoingto be, and who's going to 
belivinginit, how is bulldozing the Lafitte 
projects fa mostly undamaged public- 
housing complex on a large chunk of desir- 
able real estate that's been padlocked by the 
feds since Katrina, with Nagin's approval] 
anything but a land grab ? 
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Prior to Katrina, a lot of the housing devel- 
opments were substandard, and people were 
suffering as a result. Post-Katrina, there was 
lots of talk initially after the storm that "this 
may be the opportunity to change some 
things and not have as many poor people in 
New Orleans." In the midst of all this talk, 
I think, racial tensions got really high, trust 
went down the tubes, and now we're faced 
with a lawsuit that is stopping some major 
redevelopment of four major public- 
housing projects, including Lafitte. As far 
as a "land grab" is concerned, it's still going 
to be owned by the government. It's pro- 
jected to be a mixed-income community, 
with a lot of different people coming back. 
Everyone who was living in the Lafitte will 
now have the opportunity of moving back 
or living in that neighborhood. 
But River Garden [the "mixed-income" 
redevelopment of the former St. Thomas 
project] was supposed to have that kind 



"THE PRESIDENT WAS OFFERING 
THAT THE COUNTRY WAS GOING TO 
DO WHATEVER IT TOOK TO HELP 
NEW ORLEANS TO BE REBUILT — 
BIGGER, BETTER, AND STRONGER ... 
WE RE MOVING TOWARD THAT. 
IT S JUST MOVING SLOWLY." 



of promise too, and it didn't really 
come through. 

[Lafitte and] River Garden are like apples 
and oranges. That was definitely a broken 
promise, and lots of people were disap- 
pointed. This is different. You've got neigh- 
borhood groups involved in the develop- 
ment ofLafitte. You have churches involved 
that are absolutely committed, and the city 
has awarded 192 properties to the develop- 



ers to make sure that they offer a lot of those 
residents home-ownership opportunities. 
So you 're saying that if those projects go 
down, the people who lived there before are 
going to get a chance to live there again f 
That's the only way I would think about sup- 
porting it, is that everyone had the right to 
return. And what I'm understanding now 
is it's going to be a phased demolition and 
redevelopment and not a total demolition. 
Alot ofpeople feel like you 've been missing 
in action since you got re-elected. 
There's a lot of fear in the community. 
Certain segments of the media have perpet- 
uated this thing about, "I'm traveling too 
much, I'm not doing this, I'm not doing 
that." I continue to do my media appear- 
ances. I continue to be out in the commu- 
nity, doing. . .meetings, whether they be dis- 
trict meetings or individual meetings in 
people's homes. I will continue to try and 
work hard. But I think a lot of people expect 
instant results. It's going to 
take us some time to get 
back to what they were 
accustomed to. 
Is there any thing else you'd 
like to say? 

Many people around the 
country still think that 
there's water in the streets 
in New Orleans and all 
sorts of toxic stuff, and that s just not the 
case. For the most part, the downtown areas 
and the places the people would visit are 
doing fine and are back up and operational. 
People from all around the country should 
come and see this city for themselves. And 
then venture out and go see some of the dev- 
astated areas where people are trying to 
rebuild their lives. They'll get a true appre- 
ciation for the scope of this challenge. □ 
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says. "The street guys simply left their 
SUVs — which were probably stolen 
anyway — at the NOPD checkpoints. 
Ultimately, it's just one of these strate- 
gies that offer political solutions, not 
substantive ones." 

Scharf enumerates other weak- 
nesses in the criminal justice system. 
"We've got case processing that's 
totally inadequate. There was a 
quadruple murder where the police 
report was a total of fhree pages. 
And then we have prosecutors who 
are outgunned in the courtroom. I've 
actually had defense attorneys call 
me and tell me that they feel sorry for 
the DA's office." 

Unfortunately, the few bnght spots 



in New Orleans' crime scene — a disorganized drug business with few domi- 
nant players — are far overshadowed by the sheer nastiness of its hustlers. A 
31 -count federal indictment filed against nine individuals involved in a loosely 
knit drug gang alleges that, since at least January of 2000, that gang moved 
crack, cocaine, marijuana, and Ecstasy, all the while shooting rivals in broad 

daylight. A couplo wore ovon capturod by city crime cameras: In one from 
June 2006, Jereme "Skinny" Thomas fires at a passing vehicle while two chil- 
dren sit just a few feet away. He is then taken from the scene in a getaway car 
driven by his mother. 

"There are several theories about crime in New Orleans right now," Scharf 
explains. "One is that these are disadvantaged kids with low educational 
levels who are taking slights to honor very seriously. The other theory is that 
these guys in the game are part of a much larger drug business that has 
become pretty pathological. I tend to side with the latter." Another possible 
explanation is the most disturbing of all: New Orleans is just the most extreme 
example of failed social services and anti-drug policies anywhere in the 
country. And with the city's future still in doubt, a remedy is still far off. 

Additional reporting by Lacey S. Shortway 
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On a Sunday night in early 
May, almost 2,000 people 
crowd in to hear D.J. 
Jubilee at The Venue, 
a warehouse/nightclub 
that's a 10-minute drive uptown from the 
French Quarter. " Wal k with it," he chants. 
"Now walk with it!" Bodies swerve side to 
side as knees shoot up ; the crowd resembles 
a band of disorderly drum majors. "Now 
dip with it. . .and dip \vi rh it !" Backs incline 
forward and knees rise again. 

This weekly indoor block party began 
shortly after Club Sam's, New Orleans' 
main hot spot for bou nee music, was shut 
down last summer due to violence. 
Succumbing to the city's rhvthm rather 
than its rage, people flocked to the new 
location. The Venue isrnuch bigger and 
swankier than the "mom-and-pop clubs 
we were used to," says Jubilee, who views 
the shift as evidence of the scene's 
increased health since Hurricane Katrina. 
Accordingto Jubilee, bounce music is "get- 
ting into places it wasn't before" Katrina, 
and people "who didn't listen [to it] 
before" now do. 

Though bounce has been a local craze 
since the early '90s, it hasn't enjoyed much 
mainstream acceptance beyond its catch- 
l phrases : "wobble wobble," " back that thang 
I up," and so on. Since Katrina, displaced and 
returning New Orleanians have extended 
its reach. Jubilee mentions signs like New 
Weans nights at clubs in Houston and 
)allas, along with increased radio play in 
lose cities. 

"Our music wasn't being heard outside 
of our market until the hurricane," says 
Eldon Anderson, the ActingCEO for Take 
Fa' Records, bounce's major label. "Since 
hurricane, people are calling for 
[ jiibilee] to come to different cities ." 
In New Orleans, African-American 



locals party to bounce at Duck Off in the 
Seventh Ward, whites at the Spellcaster 
Lodge in the Ninth Ward, and Uptowners 
and tourists are introduced to it at The 
Howlin' Wolf in rhe Warehouse District. 
In spite of the city's ruination, bounce has 
thrived. "When people came back, they 
wanted //'r/nnusic," says Jubilee, "The King 
of Bounce." A DJ for 25 years, he describes 
the sound that dominates local nightclubs, 
rblock parties, school dances, and drive-by 
loudspeakers as "dance-party-type music 
that represents everybody." 

Everybody in New Orleans, that is. 
Bounce DJs and rappers regularly pay 
homage to the city's housingprojects, neigh- 
borhoods, blocks, and even community 
dance groups. "I'm down with the Ninth 
Ward" is just as common as "I'm down with 
P&C," the corner of Philip and Clara streets 
in the Tenth Ward. At his gigs, Jubilee plays 
song after songwith the same rattlingbeat, 
often supplying the vocals himself. 
"Magnolia" — the famed Third Ward hous- 
ing project, shuttered since Katrina — "is 
in the building," he singsongs. "They say 
that," the crowd refrains. "Calliope" — 
another Third Ward housing project, also 
depopulated now — "is in the building!" 
And everyone responds with a Fat Albert 
imitation : "Hey, hey, hey." "St. Thomas" — 
the project where Jubilee grew up, long ago 
demolished — "is in the building." Then the 
crowd sings, "You already know." 

These chant-propelled call-and-response 
songs, tied to a stuttering sampled beat 
known as the Triggerman, all have a 
similar pattern, an aesthetic that recalls 
Jamaican dub and dancehall reggae as well 
as American hip hop. 

But for locals who are attuned to its ver- 
nacular, bounce has sharp distinctions. 
There's old-school bounce with its 
raunchy raps over samples of Derek B's 



"Rock the Beat" and The Showboys' 
"Drag Rap." Then there's "sissy bounce," 
with its frenetic rhythm overlaid with the 
sexual boasts or performers like Katey Red 
or Big Freedia. Currently, the fashion is 
playing R&B hits over the Triggerman — 
"remix bounce," Jubilee calls it. 

The omnipresent Triggerman beat 
inherited it 1 ; name from hair of the Hollis, 
New York-based duo Bugg.s Can Can and 
Triggerman. Known as The Showboys, 
their 1986 record "Drag Rap" originated 
the beat. " We now know the beat by heart," 
Jubilee explains, "so we play it the way we 
want to. No more sampling and looping." 

A special-education high school teacher 
by day, Jubilee aspires to reach a national 
audience, but he's not interested in "going 
gangsta," the route some local tappers have 
taken to stardom. Cash Money alumni 
Mannie Fresh and Juvenile began their 
careers as a bounce DJ and rapper respec- 
tively and won broad appeal by translating 
local bounce sounds for national ears, most 
memorably on Juve s radio-friendly "Back 
That Thang Up," which Mannie produced. 

Though they've attracted a more mixed 
and dispersed audience since Katrina, local 
bounce stars like Choppa, Magnolia Shorty, 
Hot Boy Ronald, 5th Ward Weebie, and 
Partners-N- Crime have reached, at best, a 
regional audience. And their homegrown 
music now faces additional obstacles. "We 
don't have distributor companies anymore," 
Jubilee laments. "We don't have mom-and- 
pop stores. ..our main stores — Peaches, 
Gimmick, and Odyssey — to sell 
our stuff anymore." 

And so Jubilee has begun to fix his 
sights on the scattered New Orleans 
diaspora in such faraway places as New 
York and California. "Once you catch on 
to that craze," he says optimistically, "you 
can't get rid of it." □ 



DIZZEE RASCAL created a classic at 1 7, 
helped birth England's grime scene, and 
became a worldwide star. Now he's looking 
for new inspiration from. . .the Dirty South? 
By Sean Fennessey 



IN A COLD MONDAY NIGHT IN MID-DECEMBER 2006. 

British rapper Dizzee Rascal is dodging 
holiday-shopping stragglers at midtown 
Manhattan's Virgin Megastore. It's creep- 
ingup on midnight, when The Inspiration 
(Defjam), the second major-label release 
from Atlanta trap star Youngjeezy, goes 
on sale. Dizzee, a star in his homeland, is 
just another kid waiting for the clock to 
hit 1 2. For once, he's anonymous — hid- 
ing far, far away from his fame, trying to 
recapture a feeling of youth long gone. 

"I'd never done that before," recalls 
Dizzee, phoning from London's XL Studios 
in early May. "It was good for me to under- 
stand what that feels like. I wanted to be just 
a fan again." 

Though he's only 22, it's been years since 
Dizzee Rascal, born Dylan Mills in a 
housing project in East London's Bow, has 
been just that. Fouryears ago, he was one of 
the key figures helping to launch grime — 
a brisk, electrified meld of drum & bass, 
electro, and American rap — with his 
self-produced debut, the thrilling and pro- 
foundly transgressive2?ojy/«d[a Corner(XL, 
2003). Dizzee's rhyme style was furious and 
dense, a jumble of words and imagery trav- 
eling at light speed — realistic, punishing, 
and funny all at once. It was a style he'd 
honed since he began rapping at raves and 
on famed London pirate radio station Rinse 
FM at just 1 5. Corner won England's pres- 
tigious Mercury Prize for the best album 
of 2003 and became a critical and commer- 
cial darling, selling more than 190,000 
copies in his native country. 

Dizzee's second album, Showtime 
(XL, 2005), was a more methodical, less 
frenetic affair than his debut, and it failed 
to match Corner's acclaim. Now, having 
exhausted the sound he invented, he's 
looking for something new. "There 
wouldn't be no grime without me and 
that's that," says Dizzee. "But I still see it 



as a musical thing I've done. It's one of my 
achievements when I was young. But now 
I feel like I'm moving on." 

IMAPRIL Z005. DIZZEE VISITED HOUSTON'S MMttMMl 

radio show on KPFT/90. 1 FM, a hotspot 
for local rappers. During the show, Dizzee 
rapped circles around local stalwarts the 
G.R.i.T. Boys over the woozy beats of Mike 
Jones' "Still Tippin'" and Trillville's "Some 
Cut" (find it on the Web — the much- 
disseminated MP3 is a stunning lesson 
in adaptability). Damage Controlhost Matt 
Sonzala says Dizzee impressed a lot of 
people unfamiliar with him that night: "He 
was received really well. He's original, street, 
and you can't deny that dude can flow." 

Damage Control -was Dizzee's second 
trip to America, and he was beginning to 
soak up the local colors of regional rap — 
screw music from Texas, Adanta snap, New 
York thug-hop. Now, all those influences 
are showing up on his third album, the 
loose and limber Maths & English 
(XL/Beggars Group). 

"D4L, fuckin' Dem Franchize Boyz, that 
hit me, and I loved it," Dizzee says breath- 
lessly. "It got me excited me about hip hop 
again. People in America said hip hop is 
dead and all that kind of shit, but that just 
excited me and made me jump about and 
be happy. It took me back to that vibe of 
making people want to dance and have a 
good time again." 

Accordingly, Maths & English has an 
up-tempo flair. "Flex" is pure instructive 
dance-rap — a "Chicken Noodle Soup" for 
house-heads. And the sinewy "Bubbles" 
is about the catchiest thing Dizzee's ever 
recorded. An overt American influence is 
even more apparent on "Where Da Gs," 
which features cameo verses from Bun B and 
Pimp C of Port Arthur, Texas' own UGK. 

"Bun's shown me a lot of love," says 
Dizzee. "He treated me like family, man. 



I was with Bun in the club, standing there 
with some Rap-A-Lot real Gs...and I'm 
there doing the Laffy Taffy." 

The respect is mutual: Dizzee will also 
appear on a track on UGK's forthcoming 
album, UGK: UnderGroundKingz(]i\t). 
Bun has played surrogate American father 
to Dizzee since they met in 2004 at the 
South by Southwest Music Festival in 
Austin, Texas. "He's a young cat I see a 
lot of myself in," Bun says via cell phone 
from his Houston home. "The first time 
I heard him all I could think was, 'Breath 
control — wow!'" 

Though there's an undeniable pep 
coursing through Maths & English 
(there's a bubble-gum duet with Lily 
Allen called "Wanna Be," too), Dizzee 
hasn't completely abandoned his riotous 
and ruminative roots. He's still the same 
man who's encountered brutal violence, 
having been stabbed in the chest in 2003. 
More drama popped up earlier this year 
when a rumor about an alleged plot by 
jealous childhood friends to kidnap 
Dizzee surfaced. He seems to address the 
rumor on "Paranoid," from the new 
album, speaking openly about the pain he 
felt leaving the East London housingproj- 
ect he was raised in and the friends he 
made there for fame and wealth. But the 
rapper says the plot was blown out of pro- 
portion. "People you grew up with, some 
of them, that's just the type of thing that 
comes out of their mouth. There was no 
big kidnapping plot," he says in a jagged 
accent, syllables jutting like rusty barbed 
wire. "When I was writing [the song], I 
was pissed and I was angry. When you see 
'dem, they're not really gonna do that." 

Still, it's no wonder that Dizzee is a bit 
disconsolate about fame. And in turn, it's 
little surprise that he's reaching back to a 
time before he had to carry a slumping 
scene on his shoulders, before he had to be 
ever mindful of those who were mindful 
of him — in other words, back to a time 
when making a song was only that. 

He knows better, though. "That's like 
beingangry at David Beckham for leaving 
the youth team," he says, sighing. "Everyone 
has to carry on their lives, man. But some- 
times I miss chasing the ice cream man like 
when I was 5." □ 
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how be cool to lead future hitters and pitch- 
ers down a path bound for their own Len 
Bias moment (R.I. P.; Google it), a walking 
shrine to shame with "Barry Sucks" writ- 
ten across his forehead. Henry "Hammerin' 
Hank" Aaron, who held the record for 33 
years, has refused to co-sign Bonds' 756th 
home run by standing witness to the blast. 
And religious scholars believe the sight of 
Bonds pointing to Him, post-homer, sig- 
nals the arrival of the Last Days. 

The scholars are wrong, though. This cat 
is just a tool, not even the major player in 
the performance-enhancing drugs game. 
Beyond the fact that Bonds' deeply flawed 
chase of immortality encompasses every- 
thing that's great and fucked up about a vis- 
cerally perfect game, he's still just a tool — 
like a bat, or a ball, or a dick. So this is not 
about Barry. Later for him. 

Let me quote Ghostface Killah on 
theveracity of Aaron: "Hedidn't 
need no juice to do that shit." But 
Major League Baseball did. Mired in irrel- 
evance, relegated to a footnote of the 
Michael Jordan era, and strugglingto regain 
its place in the public imagination follow- 
ing a series of brutal labor disputes, MLB 
had to pump up the game somehow. 

So understand that Aaron got down in 
an entirely different epoch, breaking Babe 
Ruth's career home-run record on April 8, 
1 974. just a year before the advent of free 



agency — the Emancipation Proclamation 
of professional sports — severed the chains 
of the player-owner relationship so the 
stars could set their own terms for success 
and shine even brighter. MLB was about 
to make the Cleveland Indians' Frank 
Robinson the big leagues' first black 
manager (almost 30 longyears after Jackie 
Robinson [no relation] broke the race 
barrier for players, but it was something). 
And hope was bigger than the pennant 
chase. Soon we'd be owners. Soon we'd 
run the game. 

But more than 30 years after Frank 
Robinson, the Angels' Arturo Moreno 
is the only person of color to score a fran- 
chise. (He bought it from Disney in 
2003.) And while I don't exactly know 
why black kids don't play baseball any- 
more, that's what's happening. In 1983, 
one in four major-leaguers was African- 
American. Now it's more like one in 12. 
At the start of this season, stars such as the 
Philadelphia Phillies' Jimmy Rollins and 
the Cleveland Indians' C.C. Sabathia, 
both Bay Area natives, complained hard 
about the lack of American-born players 
of color. Sabathia in particular said he vis- 
ited his hometown and was literally asked 
by youngsters, "What's baseball?" In 
Bonds' own backyard, the game that has 
figured big in the black American imagi- 
nation like recording mics and Pullman 
Porters is all but gone like that. 



Whoa. Here's how insulated 
MLB is from the nation that 
keeps its utilities on: Baseball 
got no on-field bounce from hip hop's pop- 
ularization of the backward ball cap in the 
'90s. I have two 1 0-year-old black boys on 
my Litde League team, and you can almost 
see how learning baseball blows their 
minds. So the problem is not the game. In 
pure terms, the game itself is equal to foot- 
ball and basketball. And baseball still has 
life-size legends like Sabathia and Rollins, 
Dontrelle Willis, Ken Griffeyjr., and Ryan 
Howard, who could conceivably measure 
up to a hero as large as Hammerin' Hank. 
But these talents play in a more marginal 
cultural space. 

Even in the early '70s, the times of Aaron's 
home-run chase, MLB — a private consor- 
tium that possesses a federal anti-trust 
exemption — was the most Republican of 
sports. Back then, National Football 
League action was merely ascendant and 
the National Basketball Association was a 
black league — stuck in conflict with the 
American Basketball Association with 
broadcasts on delay, late at night. But MLB 
wasn't dumb Republican: Bowie Kuhn, 
then commissioner of the majors, did 
believe in a separate wing for Negro 
Leaguers in the Hall of Fame, but at least 
he understood that small towns and black 
athletes were at the heart of the game. 
Baseball has seen more than its share of 



THE HIT FACTORY 

Following Barry Bonds on the way to his 
record-breaking '07 season 




June 24, 1964: Barry 
Lamar Bonds is born in 
Riverside, Calif., to Pat 
and Bobby Bonds. 
Bobby, a right fielder, 
signs with the San 
Francisco Giants the 
same year. 

June 7, 1982: Bonds is 
drafted by the Giants in 
the second round of the 
MLB amateur draft. He 
opts to play for Arizona 
State University 
instead. 



June 3, 1985: The 
Pittsburgh Pirates 
select Bonds with the 
sixth pick in the draft. 
He hits 1 6 home runs in 
his 1 986 rookie season. 
November 19, 1990: 
After hitting his 1 00th 
major league homer 
and leading the Pirates 
to the National League 
Championship Series, 
Bonds receives the first 
of seven Most Valuable 
Playerawards('92, '93, 




FEDS TAKI 

Bonds arrives at the Phillip Burton Federa 
. Building in San Francisco in December 
T'003 to testify in the BALCO investigation. 



labor disputes over the years. But the wheels 
finally came off in 1 992 when Bud Selig — 
a Milwaukee used-car entrepreneur and 
owner of the local Brewers franchise — 
took over as commissioner for Fay Vincent, 
a man who'd become reviled by owners 
because ofhis fair ways with players. Under 
the watch of Selig, black talent was pushed 
aside for more foreign players. Latin- 
American camps funded by major league 
teams have meshed with ready-made stars 
from Japan to shade personnel to the lighter 
side. Simultaneously, Americas bestyoung 
black athletes have dumped the diamond 
for big (basket) ballin' and baseball has lost 
its verve. The new "Oil Can" Boyds and 
Rickey Hendersons are turning themselves 
into point guards. 



Not that MLB hasn't tried to bring them 
back in the fold. In the '90s, someone had 
an idea: Bring homers back. In '98, Sammy 
Sosa and Mark McGwire, two stars who 
would later stop just short of wetting them- 
selves when called before Congress to 
talk about baseball and performance- 
enhancing drugs, went on long-ball 
rampages. And the fans flocked to the parks. 

jere's where things do get to be 
[about Bonds. Always the most 
I off-putting of celebrities, the 
once-slim superstar could have carried 
the epic mantles of Aaron and the 
Robinsons and never taken the easy way 
out. He could have become the game's 
'hood ambassador instead of a confusing 




icon . He could have become a hero. Instead 
he became a problem. 

The inability of MLB to promote 
the shit out of its failed lab exper- 
iment this season is the tax on the 
ill booty it made from pimping Sosa and 
McGwire. While Bonds often reminds 
critics that he's never tested positive for 
performance-enhancingdrugs.it'saweak 
position, as MLB won't push for the pro- 
foundly more accurate testing practices of 
the International Olympic Committee. If 
he and every slugger — or pitcher — in the 
game is amped up on human growth hor- 
mone right this minute, fans could not 
begin to know. The game is rife with grime. 

But this is the time for baseball to look at 
itself. The sport has always had its under- 
ground. The Pittsburgh Pirates' Dock Ellis 
was supposedly on LSD when he threw that 
no-hitter in 1970. In the '40s, the Yankees' 
Joe DiMaggio partied like a rock star, got 
geeked on 1 6 cups of coffee, and got brain in 
the back oflimos. The drunkest athletes I Ve 
ever known are baseball players. Let's come 
clean. There's a reason why baseball was des- 
ignated the country's national pastime : The 
game has a core relationship to American 
identity. MLB's in the same zonked-out con- 
dition as the U.S., and it has been since Coca- 
Cola truly was the real thing. Ask your cousin 
cookin' in the kitchen. This is so not about 
Barry Bonds. □ 



'01, '02, '03, '04). 
December 8, 1992: 
The left fielder inks a 
six-year, $43.75 million 
deal with the Giants. 
September 27, 1 996: 
Bonds joins the 40/40 
club, becoming just the 
second player ever to hit 
40 home runs and steal 
40 bases in a single 
season. 

July 15, 1999: Six days 
after being voted 
"Player of the Decade" 
by The Sporting News, 
Bonds is intentionally 
walked for the 294th 
time, breaking the 
previous record set by 
Hank Aaron. 
October 5, 2002: 
Against the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, Bonds hits his 



71 st and 72nd home 
runs of the season, 
surpassing Mark 
McGwire's single- 
season record of 70. He 
finishes the season with 
73 and reaches his first 
World Series, but the 
Giants fall to the 
Anaheim Angels. 
September 3, 2003: 
Agents from the IRS 
and the San Mateo 
County narcotics unit 
raid the Bay Area 
Laboratory Co- 
operative (BALCO). 
Owner Victor Conte Jr., 
who lists Barry Bonds 
as a client, and three 
other employees are 
later charged with 
conspiracy, money 
laundering, and distri- 



bution of anabolic 
steroids. 

November 24, 2003: 
Reports surface indicat- 
ing that steroids were 
seized from the home of 
Bonds' personal trainer 
Greg Anderson during a 
September raid by 
federal investigators. 
The following month 
Bonds testifies before 
a grand jury about 
BALCO. 

April 12, 2004: Bonds 
passes his godfather, 
Willie Mays, for third 
place on the all-time 
home-run list with his 
661 st home run. He hits 
his 700th home run in 
mid-September. 
January 2005: Bonds 
undergoes surgery on 



his right knee. The 
injury requires two 
additional surgeries 
and sidelines him for 
142 games. 
March 23, 2006: San 
Francisco Chronicle 
reporters Mark 
Fainaru-Wadaand 
Lance Williams release 
Game of Shadows 
(Gotham Books), 
which claims Bonds 
used steroids and 
human growth hor- 
mone (HGH) for at 
least five MLB seasons 
starting in 1998. 
March 30, 2006: MLB 
Commissioner Bud 
Selig appoints former 
U.S. Senate majority 
leader George Mitchell 
to lead an investigation 



into steroid use by play- 
ers, including Bonds. 
May 29, 2006: Bonds 
hits his 71 5th home run 
against the Colorado 
Rockies, passing Babe 
Ruth for second on the 
all-time home run list. 
August 28, 2006: 
Bonds' personal 
trainer refuses to 
testify in 

the BALCO case; 
he's sent to prison 
for contempt of 
court. 

October 2006: 
Bonds finishes his 
22nd season with 
734 home runs, 21 
shy of tying Hank 
Aaron's all-time 
record of 755. 
Chris Yuscavage 




'Audemars 

I J 1 Q-i 1 c±+ watch, dimple 
w ^ in ya necktie, 

Hermes 

briefcase, 

Carrier tie clips, silk- 
lined blazers, 
diamond cream 
facials, vvx cuff 

links, six-star 
pimp suites. 




Switch ya 



necktie to ^ 

Purple 

(Haveya Lclbds 

rockin' Purple Labels). 

Patna let me upgrade 
ya, patna let me 
upgrade ya." 

"Upgrade You" (2006) 
— Beyond featuring Jay-Z 





Solid three-piece suit, 
striped shirt, tie, and 
hat, all by Ralph Lauren 
Purple Label; watch 
by Andorra rs Piquet 
classic men's briefcase 
by Hermes Paris 
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WITH ALL 
THE SCRUTINY 

LYRICS 



ARE UNDER, 

IT'S WORTH 
REMEMBERING 



THAT A 

BRAND SHOUT-OUT 

FROM AN 

INFLUENTIAL ARTIST 

IS WORTH ITS _ 
WEIGHT IN GOLD. 



Name- • 



Dropping 



TAKE A SARTORIAL 

JOURNEY 
THROUGH 

HIT SONGS 

—PAST AND 
PRESENT — 



FOR A 
SNEAK PEEK 

at the FRESHEST 

TRENDS 



OF THE 

FALL SEASON 



Styled by Memsor Kama rake 
Photographed by Effi Cohen at 

Neo Studios in NYC 
on May 16, 2007 



"I want a girl 

with extensions 0 

in her 

1 hair. 



oamboo 

earrings, 

ac least two p.iir. ^ S^J 

a Eendi 

Daganda 

attitude..." 



Blouse by Roberto 
Cavalii: jeans by Baby 
Phat earrings, bangles, 
cuff and ring, all by 
Girlprops: clutch 
by Fendi 



"Around the Way Girl" (1990) 
-LLCoolJ 



"Pushing 
Lambos 



Harleyt , 

_^ I rockin 

Roberto 

Cavalii 

"Make It Clap" (2002) 
— Busta Rhymes 



"Kind of girl 

find in the club 

rockin' those 

(Baby) 

. Phat „ 

leans 

J "Baby" (201 



• • • 

'Baby" (2004) — Fabolous 
featuring Mike Shorey 




(huh)..." 



I -"Lookin 

like, a star 

in \ our 



a in \ our • 

Armani,, 

suit. * 



"Jumpin 'Jumpin "' 
(1999) — Destiny's Child 



"Catch me 

with the Bs i it 

on the wheels, 




(From left) Pinstripe 
suit, shirt, and tie, all by 
Giorgio Armani; shoes 
by Emporio Armani 
Dress by Alexander 
McQueen; earrings 
by Claire's; bangles 
by Girtprops; bracelet 
by Wendy Mink 
Jewelry; tights by HUE; 
handbag by Marc 
Jacobs; sandals by 
Giuseppe Zanotti 



on the heels, 



I But j 

look 
iat. 

tnis 

thing, in 

Alexander 

f McQueen..." 

V: "Popular Jhuz" 




'Popular Thug" 
(2001) — Kelis 




Giuseppes 

Marc Jaco t s FeFe 

bag 



me when you had me... 
"Enough Cryin" (2005) — Mary J. Blige 



(From left) Blouse by 
Dolce&Gabbana 
jeans by True Religion : 
earrings by Wendy 
Mink Jewelry; bangles 
and ring, both by Icing 
by Claire's; belt by 
Worthington; handbag 
by Fendi; sandals by 
Gucci. Leather jacket by 
Dolce&Gabbana; jeans 
by 7 For Al Mankind; 
earrings by Giriprops; 
bangles by Claire's; 
belt by Worthington; 
handbag by Louis 
Vuitton; sandals by 
Christian Louboutjn 



"Switchin 
and bouncin 

(in what) in that 

Christian 

Louboutin..." 

"Get Ya Gun" 
(2006) — Cam'Ron 



Gi TDolce rv 
abbana, ^ 



Fend 



• and 
« the 



onna 



they be sharing all their money 
got mc wearin' fly. Brother.I ain't askin', 
. they say they 
love my ass in J 

7 Jeans, 
True Religion..." 

"My Humps" (2005) 
— The Black Eyed Peas 



"Mether 

at a beauty salon, 

with a baby TT • 

Louis 




"T T .LOUIS ~~ 

Vuitton 



under her „ 

underarm... 

"Gold Digger" (2005) 

— Kanye West featuring Jamie Foxx 



Boy, 



you 

remind me, 

remind me 
of my • 

CxlICCl 

shoes, 

every time you walk paSt 

. all the 

girls be looking 

at you..." 

"A Dozen Roses (You 
Remind Me)" (2006) 
— Monica 



4 -at -iTrt 



"They 

black cnucKs and 

I * black skully, 

leather 

Pelle 



C • • • 



55 



"Hustler's Ambition" 
(2005) — 50 Cewf 



a 



„ Hair fixed 

all the time, 

and our 



boots 

the same 
color as 



mine... 



"Want to Get to Know You" 
(2003) — G Unit 



Studded leather jacket 
hooded sweater, and 
jeans, all by Pole Peie; 
boots by Gucci 



Copyrighted rnatejia 
■ 





"Fitted 

tO the front, 

lean the 

i brim,, 

ride... DUt 

never on 

' .teenage 

rims . . . 

"Young n" (2001) 
— Fabolous 



1 • •However, 

^ , living . 

j l better now, C7 • 

Coogi 

sweater O,, 



now. . . 

"Big Poppa" (1994) 
— The Notorious B.I.G. 



"Diamonds 

. on my damn chain ! 




. , . jOn my damn chain! 

(I m like, 

.'Ooh daddy, 

I see you 

with that i \ » 

damn thang.J 

"Diamonds on My Damn 
Chain (2007) — Fabolous 
featuring Young Jeezy 



(From lefQ Sweater and 
hat, both by Coogi. 
Sweater by Coogi; jeans 
by Pepe Jeans London; 
fitted cap by New Era; 
diamond chain by 
Avianne & Co. Sweater 
by Coogi; jeans by RMC 





Talk to me, 

1 , n I talk back, 
let s talk money, 

I talk that. 

Crunk juice bottles, 




"Buy U a Drank 
( Shawty Snappin ') " 
(2007) — T-Pain 



"Now 

we living 

better 

g — > now, • 

CjUCCI 



sweater 



now... 

"Lean Back" (2004) 
— Terror Squad 



"Pepe 

Jeans 



Jacket by Woolrich; 
turtleneck sweater 
by Gucci; jeans by 
Pepe Jeans London: 
sunglasses by Oakley; 
Air Force 1 sneakers 
by Nike 



new boots 



labeled in t » 

solo... 



"Gun Rule" (1998) 
— LA The Darkman 



Cop 



T 

Y 1 m clockinya, 

Versace 

shades 

watcnin' 

J "One* 



"One More 
Chance (Remix) 
(1994) — The 
Notorious B.I.G. 



I got 

, 0 my eye 

on the guy ' ' 
in the 

Woolrich 
coat... 



"The Jump Off" (2003) 
— Lil'Kim featuring Mr. Cheeks 



"She 

1 .got a 

thing 

^ for. that 0 
CjUCCI, 
that Fendi, 



BCBG, 

Dolce>£ ry 

GabbanaL" 

"P.I.M.P." (2003) 
— 50 Cent 



Dress by 
BCBG Max Azria 
sunglasses by Versace; 
earrings by Wendy 
Mink Jewelry; 
bangles by Claire's, 
handbag by 
Dotce&Gabbana 

Hair by Q for Illusions 
at dick Model 
Management N.Y.C. 
Makeup by Merrell 
Hollis for Ken Barboza 
Associates 
For clothing info, 
see DETAILS 






Send me 3 DVDS, Item # F078 

I am enclosing $ 1 9.9S(check or money order) Shipping & Handling is FREE. 



NAME: 









ADDRESS: 
















CITY: 








ST. ZIP: 





ADAM & EVE 
Dept.VB24 PO Box 900 
Carrboro,NC 27510 

We offer a 100% Money-Back Guarantee! 
L 274-0333 24/7 or visit us online at: adamtvtMack.com 

WIN A $500 ADAMEVLCOM SHOPPING SPREEI! 
To Enter - Text ADAM to 54015. FREE Daily Prizes! 

I Grand Pun VWimtr Pit Month. Standard Utt MttuglnQ.fUUl May Apply You Can Ako EnM* Onta. »t WWW.gSSkmC.COmi ae 




cart? w<3if ing.. 



Hate 
read 





Free 30 Day Supply *See Details Below. 

Size Does 

Matter! 



Now there is an All-Natural non-prescription pill to give you a... 

Bigger, Thicket, Longer Penis! 




Guaranteed Results 

Get serious about having the biggest, thickest, 
longest penis possible. Don't waste an/ more time 
on cream, sprays or products that have not been 
proven. Start seeing real results today, take XOMAX 
now! Women will crave your new penis like never 
before. You don't have to wait months, weeks or even 
days to get the results you want You'll start to see 
noticeable gains with your very first dose. 

/' XOMAX Is Superior to Ml Male 

/ Enlargement Pills! See For Yourself 

u S Inches r 



3 Inch.. - 
2 Inches - 
I loch - 
0 — 



Xomax 



Other Brands 

Don't measure up 



Concentrated Formula 

This new highly concentrated formula makes all the 
difference in the world. Never before has there been 
an all-natural formula that works as fast and effective- 
ly as XOMAX. To increase the size of your penis, you 
need a solution that works. You won't find a more 
potent formula for growth and development of your 
penis -it's proven! 

Xomax is Better 

XOMAX was put to the test! By comparing the three 
leading brands of male enhancement pills to XOMAX the 
results were incredible! XOMAX was found to work 1 0 
times faster, with size increasing 3 times more than the 



FREE 

DVD WITH 
PURCHASE 

Ultimate Sexual Pleasures 




1* 



Mate Magnet Cologne 

The Perfect Aphrodisiac 

This revolutionary new men's cologne contains genuine human 
sex pheromonc5. Women will be influenced by your scent 
and won't be able to keep their hands off you. Using 
pheromones have been proven the most gorgeous women 
will desire to have you mmedlatety. It's so easy to seduce 
women, get more dates, have more sex. 
"Since Tve been using MATE MAGNET, I hove had sever- 
al aawOTK women come after me. I'm very happy." 
-O H. Ohio 

[Sexactivatot 



it 



„ , 




Women have reported that they become incredibly sexu- 
ally excited when they take SEXACTIVATOR. This magical 
wonder liquid can be taken orally, or put in any drink, 
Within minutes after use. your woman's desire 
have sex with you will be uncontrollable 
me women say that they love when their 
man puts a few drops in their favorite drink 
ithout them knowing They say that it turns 
them on even more. 





competition. Don't waste your time and money on prod- 
ucts that don't deliver. Get a penis women will crave and 
men will envy with the best super concentrated formula 
-XOMAX 

Maximum Potential 

You'll be the envy of every man. With your new extra 
big hard penis, you'll be able to penetrate deeper and 
fill your sex partner with satisfaction she's never had 
before. You'll have no worries of premature ejaculation 
or going soft, your confidence will skyrocket with your 
bigger, thicker, longer penis. 



♦ 100% Natural penis enlargement! 

♦ Add inches to your penis in days! 

♦ Become a SUPERSTUDI 

♦ Get the big penis of your dreams 

♦ You can have a SUPER penis 



Another Satisfied Customer 

"Hi. my name is Mike. I want to tell you how 
thrilled I am with your product XOMAX. I've tried 
many otter /'ills and tbejt don t work as well OS 
XOMAX. My wife is amazed at tlx difference in our 
lotv making sessions. " 

M.C. Los Angeles. CA 

Call Any Time 

1-888-499-3479 

Fax: 239-643-2356 
www.xomax-man.com 



FAQ About Xomax 

Q. How soon do you see results ? 

A. Most men see results with their first dose and 

increasing results over 60 - 90 days. 

Q. Are the results permanent? 
A. For most men, if Xomax is taken continuously 
for three to four months followed by a maintenance 
program the results are permanent. 

Q. How much growth can I realistically expect? 
A. Up to 5 inches or more with a increase in 
width of 50% 

Q. Is Xomax natural? 

A. Xomax is i 00% natural, safe and Doctor recom- 
mend for those looking for advanced penis 
enhancement, plus Xomax has no side effects. 

Q. What makes Xomax the #1 natural penis 
enhancement formula? 

A. Xomax has a highly effective proprietary blend of 
concentrated nutrients. These natural compounds 
are amazingly stimulating to the male penis. You 
won't find a stronger blend of nutrients in any other 
male enhancement product The reason? Xomax 
contains extremely expensive imported ingredients 
and many manufacturers won't spend that kind of 
money, instead, they pass off less expensive ingredi- 
ents, such a Ginseng or low end forms of L-Arginine. 

Q. Is Xomax guaranteed to work? 
A. Xomax is 100% GUARANTEED! If you're not 
completely satisfied, return the bottle(s) within two 
months to receive a refund. Men now have an effec- 
tive way to increase the size of their penis. Why pay 
for imitations that will not solve the problem? You 
may spend a little more on Xomax, but the results 
will be worth it! You often get what you pay for. So 
remember that the genuine ingredients in Xomax 
are GUARANTEED to work! Order today -the 
best money can buy! 



Send coupon with payment to: 

Nutritional Science Laboratories, RO. Box 1 1 269 Naples, FL 34 1 0 1 
Discreet Billing - Privacy Ensured 

QTY PRICE TOTAL 



.H.-Mj-Ui-^mTTra Save over $4 1 9.9U 
Buy 5 get 7 FREE 




>299.95 




imiW»M*«nfflgPkEE 30 bay 

Buy 2 Get 1 Free 




(1 1 9.98 




SAVE EVEN MORE: Buy 3 get 3 free 50% off 




$179.97 




1 Month Supply Xomax 




$59 99 




Sexactivator - Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
Turns your woman wild! 




$19.99 




Mate Magnet - Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
Instandy attract women 




$19.99 




jShipping and Handling: 


Standard Delivery 




$9.99 




2-3 Day Rush Delivery 




$19.99 




TOTAL AMOUNT 







CALL TOLL FREE I -888-499-3479 - 

Check payment method: 

□ Check i_J Money order □ Cash 



J "~ . IJ | 
Name on the card: 

Card Number: 

Expiration Date: 

Name: 



J 



Street Address: 

City: 

State: 

Signature: 



Zip Code: 



Individual reiults may vary These statements nave not been evaluated by the FDA. This product Is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease 




INSTITUTE OF AUDIO RESEARCH 

I SCHOOL OF AUDIO RECORDING & PRODUCTION J 



New York City 800.544.2501 

Licensed by NYS Education Department. 
High School diploma or GED required. Financial Aid if eligible. 



FOR 
INFO ON 
HOW TO TO 
ADVERTISE 

YOUR 
BUSINESS OR 
PRODUCT IN 

VIBE 
MAGAZINE 
CLASSIFIED 
SECTION! 

CALL 
212-448-7470 




MOTHER LOVE 

LOVE ADVISORS 



1-800-234-6424 

as low as $2.79/mln 




LIVE PERSONAL PSYCHIC 

NumerofogyTarofAstrology*Clairvoyant 
LOOK INTO YOUR FUTURE 

1-800-306-8549 from $2.79/min 



1-800-746-1620 

at low as S2.79/mln 




KennyKingston.com 

KENNY KINGSTON 
America's Greatest Psychic (JJ 

1-800-310-2172 

as low as $2.79/min 

American Psychic Association. Inc. 



www.celebritypsychic.com |£%tff 

I US«t ftJCLItt • TM {C0UC GKM*. MC. • MUS! H 14 TtAttS • * MM INTffttMMAVI ONLY 




Coc 



EDUCATION 



wnj iTi : 1H i unity! fe . i.c jISSjR . 



Get a real diploma from an approved 
| school FREE BROCHURE 1 

| Call toll-free 1 (800) 658-1180 | 



^Firtt Oust Aradcn;. Dept. W. Jack* on vile, Fl. 3Z221 J 

HIGH SCHOOL 
„« DIPLOMA! 

NOV " Study from your home' 

No classes to attend 
1-800-532-6546 X 79 




PSYCHIC 



TALK 



TO 
THE 



EXPERTS^% 



PSYCHIC XOCIRCE' 

call now 1.866-656.5106 

Of VHI P\y< N< S-.iw e COM 




Love. * i 

Need answers? **3J 

PSYCHIC SoClRCE 

i \ 

CALL NOW 

1.866.618.5490 

or vtalt Ptychie Source torn 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR PRODUCT 
OR BUSINESS IN 
VIBE 
CLASSIFIEDS! 
CALL 
212-448-7470 



,1 »anta*v Girls 

Hottest tf Fiesf^ 
new Hoiievs! 

' I on 1 

Urieensarec! CMf! 

199permm/18+ 

w ■■ it. 

Text iVILD tO 42428. 99 per msBfwi. 




VIBE CLASSIFIEDS 



FINANCIAL 



PHOTOS / GIFTS 



CELEBRITY PHOTOS FOR SALEI 
Name favorites. Sen SASE to: 
PHOTOWORLD • VIBE 
4045 S. Buffalo Dr. Suite A101-112 
Las Vegas, NV 89147 



Female 

Celebrity Photos! 
Free catalog. Write today. 
Acme Publications (VB6), 
P.O.Box 130397 

St. Paul, MN 55113 



EKEE TALK - ANYTIME! 

Live 1- on -1 ! Group Chat! 
Private VMX Boxes! 
Hook-up Tonight! 
1-270-406-5151 

1 8+ LD rates may apply 



FOR 
INFO ON HOW 
TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 
BUSINESS OR 
PRODUCT IN 

VIBE 
MAGAZINE 
CLASSIFIED 
SECTION! CALL 
212-448-7470 



MONEY 

PROBLEMS? 



1-800-591-8072 j 



FREE CALL NOW! 



LEARN TO DJ! MAJ 
HUGE PROFITS DOIN 
SOMETHING YOU 
LOVE, PLAYING MUSI 

SEND SASE TO: 
PROBIZ-VIBE 
P.O. BOX 759 
BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 07825 



BEAUTY 



AUTO 



$500! Police Impounds 
Cars from $500! 
For Listings 800-366-9813 ext. V5Q6 



RECORD DEALS 




LOOKING FOR A 
RECORD DEAL? 

Getting signed is very hard to do. 
But we will get the record deal you 

are looking for. 
GUARANTEED Call now for 

SERVICE FREE info 

i ii- 1-800-499-6395 
yj^j^^H www.talent2k.com 



< HIC VIBES 

Tested psychics, accurate 
readings, loyal clientele, 
multi-generational readers 
1-800-516-8236 



RACHEL 
READER & ADVISOR 

CHANGES BAD LUCK TO 
GOOD 
GET FAST RESULTS 
662-292-0250 



HOT FREE PARTYLINE! 

Connect with Real People NOW 
for Wild live connections! 
1-270-402-6161 
18+ LD rates may apply 




ENTERTAINMENT 




HOI VEGAS GIRLS' IKE 1-011-1 

1-702-216-3500 Only .66 - $1/min 
1-900-950-0950 ext. 311 $3.50/min. 18+ 



THE CHATLINE 
712-858-5155 
reg. us long dist. 18+ 



TOTALLY FREE TALK! LIVE & LOCAL! 
MEET HOT SINGLES FOR FREE T0NIGHTI 
1 -206-888-DATE 18+ LD rates may apply. 



Free for EVERYONE! Call 
1-270-696-2121 right now!!! 
Loads of fun people to meet. 
Discreet and safe! LD rates may 
apply 18+ 




W FWeet sexy girls tonight 




1-800-700-6666 

Use FREE 







RedhotDateline.com 




M'iiiirs 

ni-MHMZ 

Can't Text 



www.sextextnation.com 



- vi 



USamw 



Want My 
Number? 

Then Call Me and 
My Friends FREE! 

11876-807-6969 

FREE LIVE CHAT! 

Guys and Gals 
are on RIGHT NOW! 



LD BATES APPLY • 18. 




Ci 
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DETAILS 

WHERE TO BUY IT 

Like what you see? You know we've got you covered. 
Check out where you can find the items on our fashion pages 



COVER: ME, MYSELF & I 
COVER AND PAGES 22, 85: Suit, 
$2,175, by D&G, NYC (212-965- 
8000); shirt, $450. by Prada (888- 
977-1900); bow tie, $50, by David 
Donahue (bloomingdales.com); 
pocket square, $35, by Brooks 
Brothers (brootabrofriers.com). 
PAGE 11: Tank, $25 for pack of 6, 
by Hanes (rianes.com); sunglasses 
by Emporio Armani (emporio 
armani.com). 

PAGE 81: Suit, $1 ,995, and shirt, 
$355, both by D&G, NYC (212-965- 
8000); tank, $25 for pack of 6, by 
Hanes (hanes.com); pocket square, 
$35, by Brooks Brothers {brooks 
brothers.com). 

PAGE 82, 86-87: Suit, $2,825, and 
shirt, $425, both by Prada (888-977- 
1900); tank, $25 for pack of 6, by 
Hanes (hanes.com); pocket square, 
$35, by Brooks Brothers (brooks 
brothers.com); suspenders, $300, 
Ralph Lauren (polo.com). 

FASHION: "NAME-DROPPING" 
PAGE 106: Suit, $4,000, shirt, $350, 
tie, $165, hat, $395, all by Ralph 
Lauren Purple Label (poh.com); 
watch, price available upon request, 
by Audemars Piguet (audemars 
piguet.com); briefcase, $5,500, by 
Hermes of Paris (riermes.com). 
PAGE 106: Blouse. $1,620, by 
Roberto Cavalli (robertocavalli.com); 
jeans, $60, by Baby Phat (babyphat. 
com); earrings. $10, bangles, $15, 
cuff, $8, and ring, $2. all by Girlprops 
(ginprops.com); clutch, $1,630. by 
Fendi (800-FENDI-NY). 
PAGE 107: Suit, $2,995, shirt, $325, 
and tie, $135, all by Giorgio Armani 
(giorgioarmani.com); shoe, $375, by 
Emporio Armani (emporioarmani. 
com). Dress, price available upon 
request, by Alexander McQueen 
(alexandermcqueen.com); eamngs by 
Claire's (claires.com); and bangles, 
$15. both by Girlprops (giriprops. 
com); bracelet, $1 45, by Wendy 
Mink Jewelry (wendyminkjewelry. 
com); tights, $1 1 . by HUE (hue.com); 



handbag, $1 ,695, by Marc Jacobs, 
NYC (212-343-1490); sandals, $745, 
by Giuseppe Zanotti Design 
(giuseppe-zanotti-design.com). 
PAGE 108: Blouse, $1,225, by 
Dolce&Gabbana (dolcegabbana.it); 
jeans, $195, by True Religion 
(truereligionbn3ndieans.com); ear- 
rings, $120, by Wendy Mink 
Jewelry (wendyminkjewelry.com); 
bangles, $7, and ring, $7, both by 
Claire's (claires.com); belt, $20, by 
Worthington (jcpenney.com); hand- 
bag, $2,370, by Fendi (fendi.com); 
sandals, price available upon 
request, by Gucci (gucci.com). 
Jacket, $2750, by Dolce&Gabbana; 
jeans, $180, by 7 For AH Mankind 
(7forallmankind.com); earrings, $4, 
by Girlprops (glriprops.com); 
bangles, $7, by Claire's; belt, $20, 
by Worthington; bag, $1,812, by 
Louis Vuttton (louisvuitton.com); 
sandals, $675, by Christian 
Louboutin (christianlouboutin.fr). 
PAGE 109: Jacket, $750, hooded 
sweater, $149, and jeans, $172, all 
by Pelle Pelie (pellepellemb.com); 
boots, $795, by Gucci (gucci.com). 
PAGES 1 1 0-1 1 1 : Sweater, $375, and 
hat, $125, both by Coogi (coogi. 
com). Sweater, $550, by Coogi; 
jeans, $74, by Pepe Jeans London 
(888-350-PEPE); cap, $44, by New 
Era (neweracap.com); chain, price 
available upon request, by Avianne 
& Co (avianneandco.com). Sweater, 
$375, by Coogi; jeans, $350, by 
RMC (redmonkeydesigns.com). 
PAGE 112: Jacket. $130. by 
Woolrteh (woolrich.com); turtleneck. 
$630, by Gucci lgucci.com); jeans. 
$74, by Pepe Jeans London (888- 
350-PEPE); sunglasses. $160. by 
Oakley (oakley.com); sneakers, $75, 
by Nike (nike.com). 
Page 113: Dress, $178. by BCBG 
Max Azria (bcbg.com); sunglasses. 
$210, by Versace (versace.com); 
earrings, $1 70, Wendy Mink 
Jewelry (wendyminkjewelry.com); 
bag. $2,050. by Dolce&Gabbana 
(dolcegabbana.it). 



VIBE® magazine (ISSN 1070-4701 ) is published monthly by VIBE Media Group. LLC. 21 5 
Lexington Ave.. New York, N.Y.. 10016. Periodicals postage paid at New York, N.Y.. and 
additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to VIBE magazine. Box 5687. 
Harlan. Iowa, 51 593-1 1 87. Regular subscription rate is $1 4.95 per year. Foreign subscrip- 
tion rates are: Canada $24.00 in U.S. dollars; all other countries S50 payable in advance 
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THIS PAGE: 
Suit by D&G; shirt by Prada; 
bow tie by David Donahue; 
pocket square by 
Brooks Brothers 



Photographed by Ben Watts 
at The Shore Club in Miami on 
May 10, 2007 
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Great Lovers Are Made, 
Not Born. 




lA/hen your lover tells you — with a 
■ ™ word or a sigh — that this is the 
place to touch, then you have just 
learned a powerful sexual secret 
that can be used again and again. 

Can you imagine what would happen 
if you and your lover could discover 
dozens of such secrets ... in the privacy 
of your own home... by actually watching 
others having sex? 

Imagine no more. The Sinclair Institute — 
the world's leading creator of sexually-explicit 
educational videos — brings you the Better Sex 
Video Series. Interspersed with explanations 
and advice from nationally-recognized sex 
therapists, each video features explicit sexual 
scenes of everyday couples sharing their most 
intimate and passionate moments. Listen to 
what they say. Watch what they do. And then 
set off on your own erotic journey. 

Mastering the art of sexual love, like any great 
endeavor, takes practice, an attention to detail, 
and a willingness to venture beyond the known. 
At Sinclair, we have enough new ideas to keep 
you exploring forever. Try us and see. 

THE 




WARNING The Better Sex Video Series for Black Couples is highly 
explicit and is intended for adults over the age of 18 only. 



2 FREE VIDEOS! 



order online at: BetterSex.com T 7ad 

use ext.8VB15 

For Fastest Service Call: 
1.800.955.0888 ext. 8VB15 

24 Hours/7 Days 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed! 



Advanced Oral Sex Techniques Part 2 is guaranteed to increase your lovemaking pleasure. 
Great Sex 7 Days A Week shows you even more creative ways to ignite intense sexual 
excitement. Get both videos FREE when you order today! 



mail to: Sinclair Institute, ext. 8VB15, PO Box 8865, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 

ITEM NO. TOTAL 



Plain Packaging Protects Your Privacy 



Advanced Oral Sex Techniques Part 2 (Free with Purchase) AND 



Great Sex 7 Days A Week (Fre e with Purchase) 

Vol. 1: Sex ual Techniques tor Lovers 

Vol. 2: Advanced Love Skills (with Toys & Fantasies) 
Buy The 2-Volume Set and Save $20! 



#2307 



#1833 



#1834 



#1835 



29.95 



29.95 



39.90 



Check Desired Format: □ VHSordDVD 

□ Bank Money Order □ Check QVISA □ MasterCard QAMEX □ DISCOVER 



I j Ddim nriuney uiuei 

B Card/ 



P&H 
TOTAL 



FREE 



FREE 



5.00 



Name 



Address 



City 



State 



Jip_ 



Signature 



. Exp. i 



( I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER AGE IB ) 
NC orders please add 6.75% sales tax. Canadian Orders add U.S. $8 shipping. 
Sony - no cash or CO D. 8VB1 5 © 2007 Sinclair Institute 



SINCLAIR 
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1 . Why is Usher possibly marrying someone 
who looks like she could be his mama? 

2. Does Chilli from TLC ever age? 

3. When did we lose the "real" in reality TV? 

4. Speaking of reality TV, does anyone watch 
MTV's The Real World anymore? 

5. Why does it look like VH1 's New York and 
Miss Piggy from The Muppets hired the same 
makeup artist — and stylist? 

6. Now that Diddy is coming out with MTV's 
Making the Band 4, aren't you starting to 
wonder if any of them are going to last? 

7. If the United States basketball team doesn't 
win convincingly at the FIBA Americas 
Championship for Men this summer, 
shouldn't they give up hope for a gold medal at 
the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics? 

8. Why is Beyonce doing the "dutty wine" 
dance to R&B songs? 

B, Tiny, we know T.I. is your man, but must 
you follow him everywhere? Why you wanna 
go and do that love, huh? 

10. Damn, didn't that Oscar for Best Actor 
upgrade Forest Whitaker's swag? 

1 1 . Are we the only ones starting to feel 
like Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt need to 
adopt us, too? 

12. Is Ray J done helping Whitney Houston 

get her groove back? 

13. Why is The CW network's The Game quietly 
one of the best shows on TV? 

14. What dance would you rather do in the 
club — Huey's "Pop, Lock, & Drop It" or 
Crime Mob's "Rock Yo Hips"? 
1 5 Now that he's collaborating with Bjork, is 
there anyone Timbaland won't produce? 

1 6. Can you keep count of the number of times 
Kelly Rowland's new album, Ms. Kelly, 
(Columbia) has been pushed back? 

1 7. Are you happy to see Ciara as the new face 
of Jay-Z's fall "I Will Not Lose" campaign for 
Rocawear's women's line? 

18. With those funny-shaped heads, don't 
you think Young Jeezy and Ne-Yo need to 
keep their fitted caps on? 

19. What happened to those good of 
Pepsi commercials featuring some of 
our favorite sexy performers like 
J. Lo, Britney Spears, Shakira, 
and Mariah? 

20. "It was all a dream" — 
does anyone still read Word Up! 
magazine? 
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